
 

 

A life not lived in vein 

I once knew a man who was very well known and very 

well respected in the community that he lived in. 

He had held an honorable position in his work and he 
was also the chairman of many committees. 
He was a busy man and would have thought that he 
had always acted in the interest of the community 
that he was a member off. 
But in retirement, in his old age he felt increasingly 
isolated and wrote a letter before he died. It was not 
written to anyone specifically. He wrote it more as a 
summary of his life to himself. 

His whole life had always been full of activities but before he died he came to the 
conclusion that it had all amounted to nothing. He admitted that his life had been 
pitiful and had been of no value at all. 
This is a very painful conclusion for a man who is to old to make any changes in 
his life. 
Anyone who knew this man in his earlier years would have been very shocked at 
this letter. 
It was as if shortly before he passed away the mask had finally come off and he 
realized that the man behind the mask had lived an empty life, had only kidded 
himself. 
 
The sad reality is that most people live a life which is totally in vein. 
And most will never see it or admit it until it is too late. 
We all like to be remembered and we would all like to be esteemed after we die 
but the reality is that once we have passed away only a few memories of us will 
remain. 
And once those who had known us will have passed away there will be no one left 
to remember us at all. 
 We will be nothing more than a meaningless name on a tombstone. We will have 
become a total stranger to everyone in this world. 



There may have been hundreds which attended our funeral but that will be of no 
value at all to us. In the end no one will remember us anymore. 
We will turn into a meaningless name confined to a lonely tombstone.  
We may not like the thought of it but such is the sober reality of life. 
Not many of us will ever be remember in the days ahead. A few of us may 
succeed in being remembered for their ‘outstanding’ achievements. But those will 
be very few and even so no one will really care about them in the end. For this 
will not be a memory which is personable; it will simply be a name that is 
connected to an achievement and nothing else. 
 
What is the real reason why we would like to be remembered? 
If you are honest we have to admit that this reason is nothing but ‘pride’! 
This desire of not wanting to have lived a life that was in vein is deeply rooted in 
human pride. 
For a heart which is not prideful could not care less if it has lived in vein or not. 
 
But is it really possible to life a life that has not been lived in vein? 
We can fool ourselves and think that we can say ‘yes’ to this question because of 
our achievements but in doing so we only fool ourselves. 
The reason why we do so is because our thoughts and our conclusions are 
focused entirely on this life, on what we have done and achieved here on this 
earth while we were still alive. 
One day all those memories will be gone like the wind.  
 
If we truly want to understand what it means to ‘live a life that has not been lived 
in vein’ we need to see life from an eternal perspective. 
While we will all one day ‘slip’ out of this body, life is continuous. Life will go on. 
Death is not the end; it is simply a transformation, a relocation from this planet to 
another sphere of existence. 
We have been created as ‘eternal beings’ and we will never cease to exist. 
As such it is simply ‘vanity’ if our focus has been on leaving a lasting impression 
behind with those who are still left on earth. 
For those that are left now will not be there in the future.  They will make the 
same transition and transformation that we had to make when we die. 
If you analyse this with a sober mind you will have to come to the conclusion that 
if God does exist, if life is eternal then there is only one question that really 
matter: 



What did He think about our life? 
And that is the only question which really matters. Everything else is utter vanity 
and of no value at all. 
 
There have been people in the past whose life was definitely not lived in vein. 
The greatest and the ultimate example of that was Jesus himself. 
Jesus left eternity to be born into an evil and corrupt world in order to complete a 
mission. 
Shortly before Jesus was crucified he said the following words: 
Luke 22:42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but 
yours be done.” 
Jesus was our ultimate example of what it means to live in total obedience to God 
for he was obedient all the way to the cross.  He never put his own will before the 
will of the father. 
He fulfilled and completed Gods will on earth and through this achieved man’s 
salvation. He did so by his obedience which led him all the way to the cross. 
 
Of course we are not Jesus. We are not divine. But God has a will for each and 
every one of us. Many of us have missed this will for our life’s. 
And the reason for that is because we are living according to our will and we only 
serve our own interests. 
 
Paul stated in the N.T. that he fought the ‘good fight’ till the end. He was beaten, 
oppressed, stoned, imprisoned and he endured much suffering while he was 
serving the Lord. But he never surrendered. He kept up the good fight. 
There is no doubt that his reward will be exceedingly great. 
But there have been many other wonderful saints throughout the ages whose 
names will never be known in this world. 
They too were greatly persecuted for following Jesus and many had laid down 
their life for the sake of spreading the gospel. Their life’s were not lived in vein. 
The people who have actually made the greatest contributions to humanity may 
well be completely unknown to us in this life. Many of their names have never 
been recorded in our history books. 
Many have died a lonely death with no one to care for them. 
A big funeral is no proof at all. It means very little to the eyes of our creator. 
A big funeral with hundreds or thousands of attendees only proofs human 
approval but nothing else.  



When Jesus was put into his cave he did not even have a funeral at all. 
And yet he was and still is the greatest of all.  
 
A true life which is not lived in vein is always a life that is focused on doing the will 
of the Father, the will of God. 
It is a life that puts self-interests aside and is focused on pleasing God instead. 
And the reason why such a life is not a life lived in vein is because such a life will 
ultimately receive an eternal reward. 
As long as we think of a ‘life not lived in vein’ according to our human standards, 
our expectations we are focused on human achievements, on what this person 
has done for this world. Such a life is entirely focused on an earthly reward. 
Such achievements, such efforts most likely have already received their rewards 
here in this world. Jesus called them the ‘Praises of man’. 
But the ‘Praises of man’ will mean little to someone who is on his deathbed and 
realizes that he cannot take them with him into the next life to come. 
Everything that you have achieved here in this life will stay in this life, your 
money, your titles, your honor, all your human achievements. You cannot take 
any of that with you into the next life for there they would be of no value at all. 
 
Jesus had taught us that in the next life everything will be reversed. The last shall 
be first. Those who were ‘nobody’s’ here in this life, those who had ‘nothing’ will 
one day be better off than those who had so much but who had failed to use 
what they had in order to accumulate riches in heaven. They will have to leave it 
all behind and it will perish forever. 
There are some very vivid and real examples of that in the pages of the New 
Testament. 
 
Who is Lord in your life? 
How much are you aiming to achieve God’s will in your life? 
Where does He rank when it comes to making decisions in life? 
Is God the first consideration or does He simply have to fit in with what you want 
to do? 
 
The Bible gives us a very sober warning in the following passage: 
1Co. 3:11 – 15:   For no-one can lay any foundation other than the one already 



laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, 
costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because 
the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will 
test the quality of each man’s work. 
If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 
If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one 
escaping through the flames. 
 
If you have managed to escape through the flames but at the same time had to 
witness how all your life’s efforts were destroyed in the fire you will know that 
your life has indeed been in vein. 
Yes you yourself were saved in the end but all your life’s work and efforts had 
amounted to nothing at all. 
The reason for that, as scripture explains, is that those works, that this effort was 
only ever focused on this life, on you. You were the final beneficiaries of it. And as 
a result of it you received the praises of man which is the human reward for all 
that you had done. 
And because of that you missed out on the final reward which will last forever 
and which no man can take from you ever again. 

 


