
Deception 

 
Satan has played the game of ‘deception’ with us ever since Adam and Eve where still living 
in the Garden of Eden. 
Deception is making something appear real while in reality it is nothing more than a lie, a 
counterfeit that will eventually speed up our destruction. 

Satan’s deception will neither deliver the taste it had promised 
(the piece of fruit in the garden of Eden never left the true 
enjoyable taste behind which it had promised but it left a terrible 
‘aftertaste’ which spoiled it’s consumption) nor will it deliver the 
promised result. In fact it will do the exact opposite. 
Instead of ‘becoming like God’ Adam and Eve discovered who was 
God when they realized that they were now under the judgement 
of God. Instead of sitting in the throne which is reserved for God 
himself they were cast out from His presence and from the most 

beautiful place that was ever created. Paradise on earth was lost forever at this 
point in time. 
The ‘satisfaction’ which this piece of fruit had promised to deliver never became a 
reality. The exact opposite was the result. 
It was one of Satan’s master plans of deception. He had succeeded in making 2 
people fall for his deceptive lie which had promised them the ultimate in human success 
and achievement, it promised them equality with God but instead it delivered judgement 
and pain, none of which had previously existed.  
Neither Adam nor Even had ever experienced God as a judge before. They would not have 
even known about the rebellion of Satan and of the 1/3 of the angels that were cast out of 
God presence forever. 
All they knew was the loving and caring presence of God who had walked with them 
through the garden. But that fellowship, that relationship with their creator was destroyed 
in an instance. 



They had chosen to follow a lie which gave birth to a desire in their hearts which had 
previously never been present. They had been put before a choice and they did make a 
choice, but it was a fatal choice. 
Creation has never recovered from that fatal choice since that moment in time. 
The gates of Paradise remained until the appearance of God’s chosen saviour and they are 
still looked to anyone who has rejected Gods plan of salvation. 

But Satan has not stopped deceiving us since that very day. 
His deceptions may have varied but he always used deception 
as a successful tool to tempt us and to lead us astray. 
 
An old man had once written a letter shortly before he died. 
He was well known and respected in his community. He was 
held in high regard. But shortly before he died he realized that 
his life had all been in vein. 
He had lived his entire life for himself. He wanted to see 
himself raised up and he wanted to be 

honoured as often and as much as possible. Life was all about his status 
and about the praises of man. And he did receive much recognition for his 
efforts and for his dedication. He was well rewarded by receiving much 
recognition but in the end he had to leave it all behind. As the day of his 
death drew closer he must have realised that it had all been in vein. 
In the end it amounted to nothing at all. He left a letter behind in the 
draw of a desk which was only discovered years after his death. 
In this letter he made a very honest admission that his life had been in vein, that all his 
achievements in the ends amount to nothing at all. 
It left him a lonely man as he grew old. He would have felt very abandoned by those whose 
approval and whose recognition he was seeking throughout his life. 
This is very painful when you realize that shortly before you die. It is one of the most painful 
admissions an old man has to make. Knowing that your life was in vein cuts very deep into 
the innermost parts of the heart. 
It is different if you are still young and if you still have your whole life ahead of you, when 
you have enough time to make the changes that are necessary to prevent you from such a 
bitter realisation before it’s too late. 
But when you are old and when it’s too late to turn back the clock such an admission is one 
of the greatest tragedies in life itself. 
This man too had fallen for Satan’s deception throughout his whole life.  
For many decades Satan kept whispering one lie after another into his ear and he fell for it 
most of the time. 
His whole life was all about himself. It was all about him, about his pleasure for he had put 
himself on the throne and when the time finally came and when he realized that he was 
about to get pushed of that throne he knew that his life had all been in vein. 
Yes, there had been many enjoyable times in his life, good times that fostered and nurtured 
his ego but in the end those times where were gone. They would never return and they 
could never be resurrected again. 
 
He was also a very religious man but religion has always been part of Satan’s deception. 
Religion has always played a very vital role in Satan’s master plan of deception.  



Man is religious by instinct and it is much easier to deceive a religious person then it is to 
keep an atheist looked up in a spiritual cage.  A religious man has built so many defences 
against Gods revealed truth. But his religion did not bring him peace nor did it provide him 
with any comfort as he was facing death. 
He would have faced the last moments of his life as a very lonely man who looked forward 
to eternity with great uncertainty and with much fear. 

Today no one remembers this man anymore. 
He has long been forgotten. No one even visits his grave and no 
one talks about his achievements and about what he did in the 
past. 
 
A man once had a ‘near death experience’ and he was shown a 

brief impression of hell. He recognized a few of the faces that which were suffering in this 
place in great torment. One of them was the suffering face of a Pope who had died. He 
knew his face well since it was often published in the media. 
This man was once ranked the Nr.1 in his church and he had received much honour and so 
much recognition all over the world. 
He once had it all a, status, gold and the silver, all the material wealth plus the respect and 
the adoration of hundreds of millions but in the end it was of no value at all.  
If only he would have listened to the words of Jesus whom he claimed to present here on 
earth (Mark8:36  What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?) 
 
God does not look at us like we do. He looks at us from an eternal perspective. 
Money, status and human achievement do not count in His eyes.  
They are worthless and meaningless to Him. He will never be impressed by anything that we 
have done or achieved. 
We cannot impress God with our ‘human’ efforts, with what we have done and with what 
we have achieved in the past. 
The Bible presents a very clear picture of this and it informs us that our works, our efforts 
and our own achievements will one day be burned up like wood and hey. They will go up in 
flames in an instant and all that will be left behind will be a handful of ashes. God will surely 
not be impressed if we Him hand over a handful of dirty burned ashes. 
 
A religion that is built on ‘works’, on ‘human effort’ has no future and it will receive no 

eternal reward. The reason for this is that it places us on the throne. It 
is like saying to God “look what I have done, what I have achieved”. 
Everything is all cantered around me, around my ‘good’ works and 
around my human effort. But Human efforts and human works are 
born in the heart and mind of man. They have not originated from the 
heart of God! 
Such works will always receive their rewards here on earth. It will 
either be a financial reward or it will be the respect and the praises of 
man. 

Consequently they will provide the person with status and increase his respectability in the 
eyes of the community around him. 
And he will take great pride in those ‘good works’. But nothing of that will ever impress God. 



In fact it will provoke the exact opposite. This is what His word has to say about that: ‘our 
righteous acts are like filthy rags’  (Isaiah 64:6)) 
At an old age it will leave such a person unsure and insecure in regards to his eternal future. 
If you have earned your salvation through works then you can never have true security 
because you never know how much is really required that will make you acceptable in the 
eyes of the God. It will always leave you in the dark mist of uncertainty right up till the 
moment you die. 
 
The Bible predicts that all our works, all our efforts, our status ect. will one day be burned 
up in His presence. 
A religion that is built on ‘good works’ has no future for even ‘good works’ are offensive to 
God. They may appear ‘good’ in our eyes but God looks upon them very differently.  His 
eyes search out every detail and every hidden motive which is not visible to the human eye. 
 
‘Good works’ have not been born in the heart of God. 
This is the reason why they are unacceptable to God.  Anything that is not born of Him is not 
pure. It is polluted by human motives, by human desires, it is darkened by ‘sin’. 
Such works are a product of our thoughts, of our ideas and of our human desires. They are 
the result of our initiative and we end up taking full credit for it. By doing so we deprive God 
of His due credit and anything which deprives Him of His credit will one day be burned up 
and will be lost forever. 
It cannot produce a reward! 
God cannot reward what brings praises to man and what glorifies man! 
He cannot reward what puts man in the centre and what deprives Him of the honour which 
only He deserves. 
 
God is a jealous God. He is not jealous in a human sense which would be wrong and very 
sinful indeed. In God there is no darkness, there is no sin. It is a different jealously to human 
jealously which is usually born out of greed and out of selfish motives.  The motive of 
human jealously is always self-seeking; it is always looking out for once own personal gain 
and benefit. 
God’s jealously is nothing like that at all. 
God’s jealousy carefully guards the divine ‘heavenly order’. 
If God would allow Himself to be ‘enthroned’, both heaven and earth would become the 
eternal domain of Satan forever. 
It was Satan who was first driven by the urge to sit in Gods throne, to ‘unseat’ God from His 
rightful place. 
If God would not jealously guard the divine heavenly order He would render more power to 
Satan than what is due to him. 
The consequence of this would be fatal for all of mankind! 
 
By taking credit for what we have done we have taken away the credit from Him who has 
enabled us to do what we did! 
We have literally pushed God of the throne in our life! 
The result of this is that declare that: WE RULE! 
Religion is no prevention and neither is it a cure for this problem. 



It may dress up the wounds which have been caused by human rebellion but it cannot heal 
them again. Religion is like medication that is without any substance. It may look beneficial 
to the eyes but it does not contain any power.  
 
Submission and obedience are the only key to eternal reward. 
It is only when you submit to ‘His’ will and choose against ‘your’ will that you will be on the 
road to receiving a genuine reward from the Lord. 
A person who is earnestly dedicated to live his life following the will of God is not trying to 
impose his will upon the decisions that he makes and he will end up receiving a reward for 
it. 
He will no longer be concerned about the approval of man, about status, about income and 
recognition as he has entrusted all of that into the hands of God. 
His wishes and his desires will take 2nd. place for it is only Gods will that matters. 
 
Unless you come to that place in your life and seek to glorify God in all earnesty you will be 
left with wood and straw which will one day be consumed by fire. 
It is only when you will step into the eternal presence of God that you will realize the full 
impact of having lived your life in vein. 
But at that point you can no longer come back and take the journey back across the bridge 
which will take you to this life.  
This road is a one way street only. Once you have arrived on the other side there is no more 
return.  
There is only one question that remains, will you ignite a fire in the presence of God or will 
you receive His reward? 
 

           


