
 
 

Do you have a problem with the Bible? 

 
There are some verses in the Bible which have been a major stumbling block for 
many throughout the ages. Those verses are usually connected to some of Gods 
specific instructions to his people Israel. 
In 1.Samuel 15:2-3 the Lord instructs the Israelites to completely exterminate 

another race, the Amalekites. 
 God did not want any of the Amalekites kept alive. He 
wanted every single man, every woman and every child 
dead. He wanted a total race of people exterminated. 
God even went as far as instructing Israel’s King to kill 
all their life stock as well. He wanted no trace of the 
Amalekites or of any of their possessions left on planet 
earth. 
He wanted them removed from this world for all times 
to come. 
The thought of this seems quite horrendous to our 

modern minds.  
We have been brought up with the idea that God is a God of love, a kind and 
loving grandfather who only wants to do good to his children on earth. 
But here God is presented as someone who is so merciless and so extremely 
severe in His judgment that our ‘modern’ mind  simply can’t except it and we 
struggle to come to term with it. 
As a result of it many have tried to delete those verses out of their minds and 
consequently have rejected parts of (or the whole of) the Bible. But is it really 
scripture which is at fault here, which causes the offense or is the real issue with 
the God of the Bible Himself. 
In 1. Samuel the Bible simply records an historical event. It records the thoughts 
and instructions of God to his chosen people Israel. 



It is not the Bible here that is at fault.  
The Bible simply records the events which took place and it explains why those 
events had taken place.  If we want to be really honest we have to admit that the  
real issue is not the Bible, our real issue is the God of the Bible. For it was God 
who had issued those instructions. He was the one who ordered the Israelites to 
wipe out an entire race of people. 
This instructions came from the God of the Bible. 
If we really want to deal with this event in an honest manner we need to face this 
fact. 

For most people this picture of God simply does not 
fit their image of God. They cannot handle the 
thought that God would do such a terrible thing and 
so they deny parts or even the whole of the Bible as 
being untrue, as not being the inspired word of God. 
They prefer to view God as a kind of heavenly 
Grandfather instead. A harmless old man who only 

smiles at us with a kind smile. Someone who would never dare to raise a hand in 
judgment against us. 
 
But there are many other issues, many unanswered questions that remain once 
we begin to pull the Bible apart.   
 
But what about the flood?  
The flood as it is recorded in the Bible was a brutal event. During the flood all of 
mankind with a few exceptions where wiped out by water.  

Everybody who was alive on planet earth with the 
exception of Noah’s family and a few animals 
where literally exterminated by water. 
The earth was washed clean of all living creatures 
with a few exceptions. 
Of course the far majority of man today does not 
believe in the literal story of the flood. 
Ironically many native tribes in Asia, Africa and 

South America which are still unexposed to the modern world do. They know by 
ancestral stories that this event had occurred in the past.  
But once again this event does not fit the image of a loving and kind God. How 
could a loving and kind God bring such devastation upon most of mankind? 



But if we reject the story of the flood as recorded in the Old Testament we must 
also reject the story of the resurrection of Christ. 
The gospels record that when Jesus spirit departed from his body he went to 
Hades, ( called Sheol in the Old Testament). According to the Bible this is the place 
where all departed spirits go after they die. 
And in Hades Jesus went to a very particular section (Hades does not exist as a 
material places since only spirits exist in Hades). 
He went to the part of Hades where the spirits of all those who had been killed in 
Noah’s flood were residing. 
The Bible records that he went there in order to preach to them. What he 
preached about and for what reason is not stated in scripture. We may speculate 
but cannot know. This is something which has not been revealed to us. 
So if the flood never took place the story about Jesus death and resurrection may 
as well be considered a hoax as well, a lie that was simply made up by man. 
But there is a lot of historical evidence that Jesus did die on a cross but only the 
Bible reveals where he went straight after his death. 
Jesus never left his disciples in any doubts about the historical accuracy of the 
flood.  He obviously knew that it took place otherwise he would have corrected 
his disciples and expelled the myth of this this teaching for good. 
But he did not do so. Jesus believed that the flood was a literal historical event. 
And if Jesus believed this then I feel quite safe in believing in it as well. 
 
There are many occasions in the Bible where God does not come across as the 
loving type of Grandfather that we would like to believe in. As a kind of heavenly 
Santa Claus who loves to brings gifts and who always looks upon us with a smile. 
 
Instead God often comes across as someone who treats sin, who deals with man’s 
misconduct in the most serious manner. 
Jesus had spent most of his time warning mankind about the consequences of 
their sinful life’s. 
He told his disciples not to be afraid of Satan who can only destroy the body but 
rather to be afraid of God who can cast both body and soul into the fires of hell. 
While he was on earth Jesus preached more about hell then he preached about 
heaven. 
Those who have recreated God into the image of a kind grandfather, of someone 
who will simply overlook all the sins and the wrongs that we have committed are 
totally out of touch with the words of Jesus. 



Jesus never called God ‘grandfather’. He only ever called him Abba ( father) . 
Yes God is a God of love but love is only one of His many attributes.  
God is foremost a righteous God! 
If there is one revelation about God that stands out above any other revelation it 
is this one: God is righteous. 
 
When the wickedness of the Amalekites reached their fullness God simply had 
enough of those people. 
They were continuously at war with Gods chosen people and their pagan 
influence were a constant threat to Israel.  
They even murdered their own children in order to please their satanic 
deceptions. Their children were offered as a sacrifice to appease their own gods. 
In the end it was God who had enough. He wanted them destroyed.  He wanted 
them literally exterminated. And He succeeded.  
 
But how could Gods judgment be so extremely severe on those people? 
In Gods eyes they were like a cancer.  Their violent and evil conduct and their 
false religion obviously had effected His people the Israelites. And one day God 
said ‘enough is enough’. 
But why did He also want their babies, their infants killed? 
In the New Testament we find an incident recorded when Jesus got upset because 
someone wanted to stop some little children coming to Jesus:  
Mk. 10:14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let 
the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 
It seems to be a paradox. Here we read about Jesus love for little children and 
many decades earlier God demanded their extermination. 
We cannot understand the mind of God. If we would be able to do so then we 
would be equal to God Himself. 
His thoughts, His ways are so far above our ways and our thoughts. 
 
There was another occasion when God was actually remorseful that He had ever 
made mankind at all. 
After that He flooded the earth and caused destruction on a scale which had 
never been witnessed before (and since). 
 



The Bible gives us many, many warnings of the consequences of a sin, of a life of 
rebellion, of a life that is in direct opposition to everything that God calls right and 
good. 
 
When we read those verses in the Bible we must remember that this God who 
had created heaven and earth has also created hell. We must never lose sight of 
that. 
We love to think of our future in heaven but we fail to think about the fact that 
many will never end up there at all. We fail to realize that so much of mankind 
will end up in this terrible place called hell which has also been created by God. 
It is a place that knows only misery and suffering. 
We cannot comprehend what this place will even be like. 
Jesus gave us a few glimpses of it, a few insights in order to warn us. 
 
Would the newborn Amalekite babies and infants have also end up there? 
I struggle to believe this. I am sure God’s grace would have intervened and would 
have shown mercy on them. 
After all those infants were still created in His image as well. 
 
God looks at life from an eternal perspective. God lives outside of time. 
When God ordered the death of all the newborn Amalekites, does that mean that 
He really wanted those little children to suffer in hell just because they were the 
offspring of a people that He hated so much ( yes God also hates, He not only 
loves)? 
Maybe the death of an Amalekite child, of a newborn was actually Gods saving 
grace by keeping him or her from an eternity in hell later on. 
They were part of a people who lived in such rebellion against God. What chance 
did they stand later on in life if God would have allowed them to live.  
God foreknew that once this child would grow up it would turn out just like his 
rebellious parents and that it would eventually come under His furious judgment. 
We don’t understand the mind of God. He is so much greater than us. 
But God always acts from an eternal perspective. It is very hard for us to think 
beyond this life, beyond this time and this material world. 
We can only reflect on what is revealed about Him in the Bible. 
 
The problem is that once we start to remove, start to disbelieve certain parts of 
the Bible we end up with a book that is like Swiss cheese, a book full of holes.  



We end up with a book that is no longer consistent and we are eventually left 
with a god who no longer makes any sense. For we have created god according to 
our ideas, our limited understanding and our own views and opinions. 
 
But this god will be powerless and he will ultimately lead us into deception for 
anything that is not real is always doomed to be false. 
Yes we can create a god according to our believes and our limited understanding 
and confused ideas but it will turn out to be a futile exercise. 

For such a god has no power. He is simply not real. A god that has 
been created by us according to our thoughts and imagination will 
fail us badly when we need him most desperately. 
He will not be there when we cry out for help. 
He will desert us when we need him the most. 

This will be the final conclusion when we start to pull scripture apart, when we 
are the ones who decide which part is acceptable, respectable and which part is 
not. 
We will ultimately end up with a god that is made in our image. 
We will have reversed the roles of the original order.  
In the first book of the Bible we can read how God made us in His image. 
But when He made us in His image he made us as a perfect creation, one that was 
as yet completely unpolluted by sin.  Adam and Eve still reflected much of the 
image of God when they were first created. 
But as a result of their disobedience their physical offspring’s lost more and more 
of that true image of God. 
In our effort to create a god in our own image we will end up with a god who has 
as many faults and weaknesses as we have ourselves. 
 
But in the end God will always have the last word. 
He will not allow His name to be dragged through dirt and through mud. 
Those who have polluted His name will one day have to pay for it, whether they 
believe it or not. That is simply irrelevant. 
 
The Bible always has a tendency to prove itself right over time (simply look at the 
many fulfilled prophecies) 
Those who have placed themselves above Gods word will one day find 
themselves crushed by it. 
It’s a sober warning that we ought to take very seriously. 



When Jesus walked on the surface of this earth he never denied a single verse 
that was written in the Old Testament. 
In fact he did the very opposite. He often referred to it. 
If ever there was someone who had the right to expose a text, a chapter or a 
verse as being incorrect, false and irrelevant then it was Jesus himself. 
But he did not do so. 
So who gives us the right to criticize, to deny and to despise the sacred word of 
God? 
 

 
 
 
 


