
Egon Schwindler 

I once knew a man who had a very colorful past. 
But unfortunately in many respect it was made up of all the 
wrong colors. 
As a young man during the 2nd. World war it was the color 

‘brown’ since he was a member of the Gestapo. 
Being a loyal Nazi gave him many privileges and it also secured him many 
entitlements. 
It was during this time that he realized that he also had a great talent for 
business. He was shrewd, smart and ruthless. 
Soon he began to operate a business which grew and grew and employed more 
and more people. The war was a welcome ‘gift’ to him. 
The 2. World War provided him with an almost endless supply of free Jewish 
labor. And therein lays the difference between him, lets call him Egon Schwindler 
(meaning the cheater or the crook in german) and Egon Schindler ( one of the 
outstanding Germans in World War 2, the man who saved the life’s of many Jews 
at his own risk). 
Of course Egon Schwindler was not his real name ( I cannot name his name for 
legal reasons) but he was a real person. 
He was sneaky and crafty and knew how to use free Jewish labor in order to put 
more and more Reichsmark into his pocket.  
The war made him exceedingly wealthy!  When Germany lost the war most 
Germans had lost everything. Many lost loved ones and they lost most of their 
goods and possessions. 
But not this man.  
He gained enormously out of the war. He gained as a result of the Jewish labor 
which had never received a cent one wages or in entitlement. 
He simply used and abused them for his own purpose and gains. No doubt most 
of them would have ended up in the concentration camp towards the end of the 
war. 
He had never intended to save any of them from the certain death of the gas 
chambers. They were simply a useful tool which enabled him to get rich. They 
were disposable human beings who meant nothing to him at all. 
He was the exact opposite of Egon Schindler who took a great risk to save so 
many Jewish people from their certain death. 
This man had no compassion on Jews or on anyone else.  



Judging by his political allegiance one can only assume that he would have 
despised and hated the people that labored for him during that war.  
After the war he continued to build his business empire and he grew more and 
more influential. 
He even mingled in national politics and had many influential ‘friends’ among the 
then political elite of former West Germany. 
His wealth and influence grew and grew. 
He had his own private jet, a big chauffeur driven Mercedes, lots of large real 
estate holdings, luxury hotels in niche locations and more. 
He was well known and also greatly respected. 
It times it does seem that money can buy you anything which this world has to 
offer. 
It most certainly can buy you respect even if you do not deserve it. 
It can buy you goods and services and so much more. 
He knew that money ruled the world and the more money he had, the more he 
was able to rule as well.  
He had no time for God or for his fellow man. 
People served only one purpose to him, they were a tool to increase his comfort 
and to grow his wealth. 
It was all about him and his money. And he had plenty of that. 
 
But then one day came the bad news. 
He was told that he had a sickness that would lead to certain death. 
Such news would be shattering to any of us. 
But imagine that you have only lived for this life that you have only lived for 
yourself and suddenly you are confronted with the news that you have to leave it 
all behind. 
It doesn’t matter how rich you are, you cannot take a single cent with you to the 
other side of the grave. 
Of course he would have tried to find comfort in the thought that all life has to 
come to an end one day at the grave, that there is no ‘afterlife’, that there is no 
life after death. 
The thought that there could possibly be life after death is a ‘hellish’ thought if 
you have only lived for yourself.  If you have only lived for yourself you will do 
anything to prevent such a thought from entering into your mind. 
This man was most certainly not a ‘believer’. 



He did not believe in God and the devil. He was convinced that neither of them 
existed. When you live with such a conviction it is much easier to exploit your 
fellow human being for your own personal gain. 
But no man can really find real comfort in such thoughts when his life is coming to 
an end. 
The grey cloud of uncertainty that hangs over the last days of such a person can 
be very painful at times. 
The closer death approaches, the more a person wants to know if there is 
something waiting for him on the other side of the grave. 
The most primitive people in history have invested much time on that question. 
Even stone age tribes have formed believes about the afterlife in order to 
appease their guilty conscience and find some assurance that they will not be lost 
in a sea of ‘nothingness’ or in eternal suffering and pain. 
 
So what does a man do when he has invested all his life energy to enriched 
himself by exploited the labor of others? 
How can such a man die in peace? 
There is only one solution. Death has to come quickly in order to stop the 
conscience from plaguing his soul. 
He did not have the luxury of time.  
Once he reached the stage of knowing that life was going to end it had to end 
quickly. If life would have continued for month or even years it would have been 
sheer agony for him.  
In the end he had two choices left. He could either allow death to come quickly or 
he would have had to come to terms with his past. 
The answer was a foregone conclusion. 
Coming to terms with his past was far more painful than a quick death. 
He had always been in control of his life so at this point he also took full control of 
his death. 
Death came quickly in the form of a bullet which left a great hole in his brain. 
 
Today this man is long forgotten. No one ever talks about him anymore.  
Someone else has long taken possession of all his money and benefited from his 
great wealth. 
He did have to leave it all behind. 
 
Jesus ones told a story about a rich man. ( Luke 16:22-31) 



It is the story of Lazarus and the rich man. It is a very, very tragic story. 
We don’t know a great deal about the rich man. We don’t know how he got rich 
and what he did with his money. All we know is that he is now lost for all  
eternity; that he still suffers in great and in terrible pain. 
Either Jesus told a lie to scare people or this story was true. That is something that 
you have to decide for yourself. 
But judging by the many other things that Jesus said which later came to pass one 
can safely assume that this story is true. 
This man obviously was not prepared for the life that was to come. 
His money must have blinded his mind and his vision. 
But what is really tragic about this story is the fact that this story was told 2000 
years ago! 
For the last 2000 years this rich man has been held captive in this terrible place. 
For the last 2000 years this man has been thinking about his past and realized that 
it was now too late to make any changes. It was too late to undo the sins of the 
past. He could no longer correct any of the wrongs of the past, reconcile with 
people that he should have reconciled, return any of the money that he obtained 
by illegal means. 
Now all his wealth is worth nothing to him. 
It cannot even buy him a glass of cold water to cool his hot tongue! 
 
Where will Egon Schwindler be today? 
Will he be sitting in the same place where this rich man is? 
Will he be crying out for a glass of cold water to cool his burning tongue? 
Will he be reflecting about his life and how he used and abused so many innocent 
people for his own personal gain? 
 
Many years have now past since his death but his mind is as active today as it was 
the day that he died. You cannot kill and shut up your mind. You can only kill your 
body. 
The mind will continue to think and remain active the very moment the body has 
died. 
The mind is separate from the human brain, it is indestructible. 
Much time has passed since this man has died. 
But time in eternity no longer exist. Death is simply a transfer from space and 
time into the eternal sphere of life. Into a sphere were life continues to exist but 
were time is no more. 



With his mind having been continuously active to this very day, this man has had  
a lot of time to think, to reflect but all his thoughts and reflections would have 
been agonizing and painful for he can no longer change anything that he had 
done in the past. 
He will have to carry the burden of his guilt, of his sins for all of eternity. He will 
never be able to offload them again. 
This itself would turn the ‘afterlife’ into a living hell. 
 
Jesus had warned us on many occasions. 
He told his followers that dying without having been reconciled with God and 
with our fellow man would send us to an eternal existence where reconciliation 
will no longer be possible. It would send us into an existence where we will have 
to live in an eternal state of unforgiveness and of continuous unrest.  
As long there is life there is hope. But ones we move from this existence into the 
next the possibility of hope has also ceased to exist. 
If we have rejected hope here in this life than there is nothing left to hope for in 
the next. 
 
Hope in this life has come to us in the form of a person. 
And this person has a name. 
His name is Jesus. 
The reason why Jesus presents hope, why he is the living hope is because only he 
alone can set us free from all our guilt and from our shameful deeds of the past. 
How can you reconcile with someone that you have very badly mistreated, 
someone you have cheated and hurt but this person has long passed away. 
How can you find any reconciliation?  Humanly speaking you can’t. It’s simply too  
late. 
If it’s too late you will carry the guilt and the shame with you into the grave. 
But there is a way out of your dilemma. 
When you realize that the way you have mistreated this person has not only 
affected him,  but that it has also affected his creator, his God then there is hope. 
Every evil deed that is committed against someone else is also committed against 
God himself. 
God identifies himself with us in the most personal way. 
We are all created in his very own image. 
Any ‘sin’ that is directed against another human being is a direct sin against God. 



While you cannot get reconciled with the other person after he died, you can still 
reconcile with his creator. 
And once you do this you will find true peace and forgiveness. 
Once you find reconciliation with his and with your creator you will find peace 
and be set free from the terrible guilt that will otherwise bind you for all eternity. 
It is truly the most wonderful gift from God! 
 
Jesus gave his life for us on the cross. He died for our sins so that we can be 
reconciled with God, with our heavenly father. 
On that cross Jesus had carried the full weight of our sins! 
We can never make up for what we have done in the past, for the way that we 
have offended God but Jesus has paid the full ransom for our transgressions. 
 
How tragic that this rich man never found this forgiveness before he took his own 
life. 
Now it is too late. 
Once this life is over you can no longer set things straight and make up for the sins 
of the past. 
Imagine dying with a heavy burden of sins, guilt and shame and having to carry all 
this with you for all eternity. 
You may not feel much guilt now, you may not care about the sins of the past but 
one day you will. 
One day our conscience will be fully awakened. 
One day you will see and understand everything that you did wrong in our life and 
you will live with this burden of guilt and shame for all eternity. 
 
You don’t have to spend all your eternity living in such great remorse. 
You can spend eternity living in a new place called heaven. 
Money will be of no value anymore. There will neither be crime nor corruption. 
 
Don’t make the mistake so many have made before you. 
Don’t allow money, power and influence blind you here in this life. 
Open your eyes before it’s too late. 
One day your eyes will be opened by force but now you still have the choice to 
decide. 


