
‘Shine’ 

 

 

When David Helfgott stood at the grave of his father, as shown in the 

award winning movie ‘Shine’, his newly wed wife stood beside him 

and asked him how he was feeling now that his father had passed 

away. Much to her surprise David mumbled the words “I feel 

nothing”.  He stood there in front of his father’s grave and was 



unmoved and was void of any emotions. “This is strange”, he said. “I 

feel nothing, I feel absolutely at all”. 

For many years his father wanted to live out his own ambition 

through his talented young son David. He had always longed for 

personal greatness and for recognition and he tried to achieve this 

through the life of his young talented son.  He was both the 

motivating factor behind David Helfgotts initial success as well as the 

greatest hindrance. Once he saw how his son developed into a 

recognized personality of his own, he could not cope with it and he 

eventually rejected him completely. He would often tell David how 

much he loved him while at the same time he brutally abused and 

suppressed him. It was as if 2 people lived inside his body, one was a 

loving father and the other was a cruel tyrant. 

Eventually, as a highly strung and as an emotionally abused child, 

young David ended up in a psychiatric hospital. From then on he 

vanished from the music scene until he was rediscovered many years 

later by shear accident. 

So why did this man not feel any emotions at all as he stood at the 

grave of his father?    Most man would either cry for their lost father 

or they would feel a deep seated anger if their father was an abusive 

monster.  Why did he not even feel any anger for the many injustices 

that this man had inflicted on him?  How can a man look at the grave 

of his own father and simply feel nothing at all? 

To understand this we need to understand the very nature of lovef.  

Nowhere, in no piece of literature, both classical and contemporary 

will we ever find a greater, a better, a more inspired description of 

love then what we find in the New Testament which is so beautifully 

summed up in 1. Corinthians 12.  This is the summary of what love is 



all about. Those are the words that get hold of the very essence of 

love. We will never find a better description of the nature of love. No 

other piece of literature has ever been able to express love in a more  

beautiful and in a more meaningful manner then what we find here 

in the pages of the Bible. 

The final conclusion is simple.  
Love is a choice. Love is a decision that results in an attitude which is 

then transformed into action. Love is always practical, for love 

is….patients, love is ….kind, love is ….endurance, love sacrifices for 

the other etc.  Love is everything that is wholesome and good and it 

results from a pure and from an unselfish desire that only ever seeks 

the welfare of somebody else. 

Such is God’s love. Jesus came not to preach only, but he also healed 

the sick, he fed the hungry, he comforted the weary and he died for 

the guilty. His sacrificial life, his death on the cross for our wrong 

doings was the greatest love offering that a man could ever make. He 

was the only righteous person that had ever lived and he died for the 

guilty. He who was without sin, he was blameless and pure and he 

died for all those who are guilty and who did not deserve his 

heavenly love. We have all fallen short of what God expects from us.  

When David Helfgott stood at his father’s grave he must have looked 

back at the many memories that he had as a confused young man. 

He must have remembered how his father often told him how much 

he loved him and at the same time abuse him as well. This created a 

mental confusion in the mind of young David which later resulted in 

a detachment from his father altogether. So when David finally 

looked at the gravestone of his father he felt so dead inside that he 

was not able to feel anything at all. 



His father’s paradoxical actions had murdered his son on the inside 

and it had deprived him of the sincere love that every child needs 

and that every child is graving for.  

The human mind is kind and it has an amazing ability to block out 

what otherwise would drive us mentally insane. 

In the end David H. did find his own identity and became recognized 

for his wonderful ability and for his great accomplishments. 

In the end his father slipped away into an eternal emptiness never to 

be remembered again. 

But unlike his father, David his son will be remembered for a long 

time to come. 

 


