
 

The Lamb of God 

 
The Old Testament records one of the most important Religious Practices of the 
Jews. There are many instances where they were instructed by the Lord to offer a 
pure, faultless, innocent Lamb unto the Lord as Atonement for their sins. 
 
Why did such a beautiful innocent animal have to die on the behalf of their sins? 
Why did innocence have to die for the guilty? 
Who has not heard the phrase ‘Life is not fair’? 
This seems to be the case so very often in life. We see so much injustice in this 
world of ours. 
In the Old Testament we can read how God demanded a blood sacrifice from his 
people if they had sinned. 

The young lamb that was used as a sacrifice had to be 
spotless and faultless. It could not be deformed in any 
way.  
Then this innocent lamb was killed on behalf of the sins of 
somebody else. 
It was made to take on the blame of somebody’s sins. It 
had to carry the burden of someone’s guilt and it had to 
suffer the full consequences of the sinful actions of     

  someone by losing its innocent life. 
This animal was totally blameless.  It was faultless. Its life and existence was 
completely disconnected from the sins of that person that it had to die for. It 
innocently carried the full burden of somebody else’s guilt. 
Humanly speaking this does not make any sense. 
Any modern ‘Humanist’ would laugh at this practice and condemn it outright. 



He would condemn it as ‘inhumane’ and as utterly unjust. 
Why does ‘innocence’ have to suffer for ‘guilt’ 
and by doing so release the guilt of the guilty? 
A young lamb is one of the most beautiful 
creatures. 
 It is such a delight to the eye when you see a 
beautiful young lamb chasing its mother on a 
green field. 
If the Jews would have been told to sacrifice a 
wild lion instead, a dangerous animal which 

has killed someone else it would have been understandable. Or if they would 
have been told to use a poisonous snake or any other animal which posed a 
physical threat to them it would have seemed so much more ‘just’ then killing a 
harmless, beautiful, innocent animal as a blood sacrifice for someone’s sins. 
But instead it was an innocent Lamb which had never done any harm that had to 
lose its life, that ended up as a sacrifice to atone for their sin. 
 
There were even instructions on how the Lamb had to die. 
It had to bleed to death after it had its throat cut. 
The Bible tells us that the Israelites were told never to eat any meat which 
contained blood because according to the scriptures, life is contained in the 
blood. 
Once the innocent lamb had died, the sins that were committed had been atoned 
for. 
But this person was made to witness how a young and innocent, blameless animal 
had to lose its life because of his sins. 
Surely anyone who witnessed how such an animal had to die for his sins would 
have been convicted by what he had done lest his conscience was totally dead. 

 Scripture tells us that Jesus is our Passover Lamb  
(1Co. 5:7:  For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
sacrificed.) that he is the lamb that has been slain on our 
behalf. 
When Jesus was led to the cross he never fought back. 
He could have called on a legion of angels to come to his 
aid but he walked the lonely road all on his own without 
any help or assistance.  
He was led to a cross like a lamb that was led to the 



slaughter. 
He told his disciples that this is why he had come into this world. 
He had come into this world to give his life as a ransom for many. (Mk. 10:45 For 
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.” 
 
When Jesus walked to the cross he did not walk like a Ram, showing great force 
and resistance. He simply followed the Roman soldiers who led him away without 
any resistance. 
There Jesus was nailed to the cross and suffered in terrible agony. 
Every hour must have seemed like an eternity to him. 
As he hung there split naked he felt shame and incredible pain. 

 When he finally gave up the spirit one of the Godless Roman Soldiers uttered the 
following words: 
Mk. 15:37- 39 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.  The curtain of the temple 
was torn in two from top to bottom. 
And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw 
how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!” 
He must have looked upon Jesus in awe when he ushered those words. He surely 
would have never seen anyone die like that before. 
When the soldiers pierced the side of Jesus a sudden flow of blood and water 
flowed out of his side. 
(Jn. 19:33-34:  But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already 
dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side 
with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.) 



Today we know what the medical significance of was. 
This is a medical phenomenon which is only caused by the uttermost stress on the 
heart. Jesus had literally died of a broken heart! 
This was the physical evidence of what had taken place on the inside of him when  
he hang there in such terrible plain and endure separation from God. 
 
Jesus was the Lamb of God, the only man whose life had never been polluted and 
poisoned by sin. 
He was the only man ever who lived a sinless life before God from beginning to 
end. His heart was never poisoned by sin and yet he died as a victim of sin. 
Not of his own sin but of the sin of the world so that anyone who would bring 
their sins before him would be set free from their guilt. 
He was the only man who had been faultless in the eyes of God but he died as the 
victim of sin.  
 
Before Jesus was let to the cross he shared a last supper with his disciples. 
He already knew what was waiting for him. Lk. 22:19 And he took bread, gave 
thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.”) 
Lk. 22:20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 
The disciples, being Jews knew exactly what he meant by those words. 
As Jews they understood the true meaning of Covenant. They understood that 
they were under a new Covenant now.  
They had seen Lambs bleed to death before on many occasions when they were 
offered to God as an atoning sacrifice. 
They understood that Jesus was the true atoning sacrifice. That only he was able 
to wash them from their sins. That only he could establish this new Covenant. 
They knew that life was in the blood. 
They fully understood what Jesus meant when he said that ‘his blood’ would be 
spilt for them so that they could have life. 
 
If anyone wants to find reconciliation with God he will only be able to find it 
through the blood of Jesus. Nothing else will be acceptable to God. 
Nothing apart from the blood of Gods son will enable us to be cleansed and be 
purified from our sins and allow us to find peace with God. 



One of Satan’s greatest deceptions is the misguided belief that we can gain God 
favor through our own righteousness, that we can become acceptable to God 
through our own morality and through our own deeds. 
 
But the Bible tells us that our own righteousness, our own works are nothing but  
‘filthy rags’ in the eyes of the Lord. 
Our works, our efforts will never be able to accomplish what Jesus had achieved 
on the cross. 
We cannot add anything to what has been achieved on the cross. 
It doesn’t matter how ‘good’ we have been in this life, how ‘moral’, how righteous 
and just, nothing of that will be able to save us in the end. 
The Bible makes it clear that we can never save ourselves. 
Salvation has only been achieved through Christ’s death on the cross and as long 
as we do not accept Gods plan of salvation we stand before him dressed in dirty 
rags that will always be an offense to Him. 
 
Only the blood of Jesus has the power to cleanse us from our sin. 
The sacrifice of the innocent Lambs of the Old Testament were but a 
foreshadowing of the real Lamb that was yet to come. This Lamb was Jesus 
himself. 
God used this so that the Jews would know and understand that when the time 
would come they would recognize their Messiah. 
Sadly most of them did not. 
To this day most of them still walk in their own righteousness which is nothing but 
self-righteousness in the eyes of God. 
 
But so many ‘Christians’ are caught up in this same spirit as well. 
They think as long as they live a ‘good’ life and remain morally pure they will be 
accepted by God on day in the future. They still rely on their own efforts, their 
own works, on their ‘goodness’ and on their own‘righteousness’ for their 
salvation. 
But at the point of death they will die with a troubled heart. 
Self-righteousness can never provide peace to the heart. It can only provide an 
illusion. 
As long as you rely on your own efforts to achieve your salvation you will never 
have true assurance of your personal salvation. 
Jesus made that very clear when he said: 



Jn. 14:6 “I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father 
except through me.” 
According to the words of Jesus there is no other way. 
There are only 2 options left open to you. 
You can either follow the path of religion which Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and 
all other religion lay out before you and try to achieve your own salvation by your 
own effort or you believe in the words of Jesus and believe that he has achieved 
your salvation when he hang on the cross. 
There is no other alternative.  In the end the word of Jesus will prove to be true. 
 
On the cross Jesus was bleeding on your behalf. 
On the cross Jesus experienced what it means to be separated from God when he 
cried out in loneliness and desperation: (Mk. 15:34) And at the ninth hour Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me? 
At the cross the trinity fractured. 
This was the most phenomenal event not only in human history but in all of 
eternity. 
The cross presents an event which is of such deep significance that we will never 
be fully able to understand and comprehend the full depth and impact of it. 
Anyone who thinks that he can come to God by his own righteousness, on his own 
works and by his achievements will be put to great shame one day in the future 
when gets a glimpse of the nail prints which will still be visible in the hands and 
feet of Jesus. 
Those nail prints will remain as the eternal reminder of what it had cost God to 
achieve our salvation. 
Those who will stand before him covered in their own righteousness will realize 
the ugliness and the impurity of their own self-righteous works. 
One day all the true motives will be fully exposed. 
After that those who have nothing to cover their guilt but their own  
righteousness will remain separated from God, will remain in darkness forever. 


