
 

The spirit of a 
Pharisee 

 
 
 
While Pharisees have lived 2000 years ago, their spirit is still very much alive today. 
What is a Pharisee and why did Jesus condemn them so harshly? 
 
Pharisees were religious people. They knew the rules and the laws of their religion and they 
practiced them faithfully. They often lived an exemplary life in the way they followed their 
religious laws and instructions. 
They were also very proud of their religious conviction! 
What could be so wrong about that? 
 
In the gospel of John chapter 5 we can read the following story about a sick man.  
John 5:6-9: When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that 
condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” 
 The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is 
stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 
 Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.” And immediately the man was made 
well, took up his bed, and walked. 
 
What a wonderful miracle occurred on that day! 
A crippled man was finally healed and was able to walk again! 
His entire life had changed in an instance! 
But when the Pharisees saw this they complained because the man had taken up his mat and 
started to walk on a Sabbath. Walking with a mat under the arm was considered work which 
was unlawful according to their very strict religious interpretation of the Sabbath. 
But who was guilty of breaking their law in the first place? 
It was Jesus by healing a sick man! By acting as the ‘divine doctor’ Jesus also ‘worked’ on that 
Sabbath which was considered to be unlawful. 
There were 2 people who had broken the law on that day.  
One person was Jesus for healing a man and the other one was the man for carrying his mat 
which he had laid on for so many years. 
 
The Pharisees could not look beyond that. All they could see was that their religious law had 
been violated and this caused them to stumble. 
 
Here is a more recent illustration of this spirit at work. 
A young zealous Christian started a ministry among children. Most of the children came from 
abusive homes, some had been neglected, others had simply been unloved at home. 



When they were taken to church they encountered acceptance and love. 
But there was someone who stood back in judgment. He was only concerned about the legality 
of this ministry. 
He wanted to know if the church was ‘licensed’ to minister to such unwanted children. 
 
Whenever the spirit of a Pharisee is at work we will always notice similarities to what happened 
at the Pool of Bethesda. 
The Pharisees stood back in judgment. All they could see was the violation of their law. 
They could not look beyond that and rejoice with the man who had been healed from his 
sickness. 
 
The spirit of a Christian will always rejoice with the person who had encountered God in a 
miraculous way! 
Any true Christian would have rejoiced about the wonderful miracle which occurred at the pool 
of Bethesda! 
A Christian would have wanted to walk beside that man who was healed and let the world 
know about the wonderful miracle which had just taken place. 
 
Every true Christian would rejoice over those neglected children coming to church (most for the 
first time in their life) because in church they were introduced to Christ as their savior. 
But the spirit of a Pharisee will always put legality over welfare! 
The legality will be more important than the wellbeing of a person. 
The law will be of greater importance then the person himself. 
The Pharisees did not care about the fact that this man who had suffered a lifetime from this 
‘crippling’ sickness was finally healed, that he was set free from this debilitating sickness and 
that he was able to walk again. 
Their eyes were blind to the miracle which occurred on that day. 
They could only see the legality of what had taken place (and that only according to their wrong 
and twisted interpretation of scripture). 
 
A Pharisee will always struggle with God’s word. 
God’s word will be the greatest threat to his misguided thinking.  
This was the reason why the Pharisees distorted scripture in order to make it fit to their own 
misguided understanding. 
God’s word is full of unwelcome challenges and it also contains too many threats to the 
mindset of a Pharisee. So it has to be changed! 
This is why a Pharisee will always place himself above scripture (exactly as the Pharisees had 
done during the time of Jesus) 
 
For 2000 years nothing not much has changed. This spirit is as much alive today as it was then. 
And whoever is under the power of this spirit today will believe that he is doing God a great  
favor by keeping the law (by being religious) without having any understanding that he is in for 
a severe judgment once he stands before the man who had once healed a sick man at the pool 
of Bethesda. 



 
We so often hear about God’s love and forgiveness but we rarely hear about His judgment at 
all. 
Jesus showed much kindness, love and forgiveness to many people. He even ushered words of 
forgiveness to the man who had put the nails through his hands.  
(Luke 23:34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” And they divided up His garments by casting lots.) 
 
But there were some people that Jesus never showed much love to. 
Jesus never showed love to the Pharisees! 
Whenever He encountered the words, works and actions of Pharisees, He only ever spoke 
harshly to them. 
 
Matthew 23:13 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of 
heaven in men’s faces. You yourselves do not enter….. 
Mathew 12:34  You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good. For out of 
the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks. 
 
The Pharisees were so proud of their religion but they did not realize that their religion was 
actually leading them straight into hell! 
They could not see the need of others because their narcissist love for themselves had blinded 
them completely. 
Instead of sincerely helping someone they only tried to gain control over them. 
Instead of giving more of themselves they tried to make others conform to their narrow 
interpretation of scripture. 
Legalism will always lead to self-righteousness. It will also lead to a small and intolerant world. 
Such was the world of the Pharisees during the days of our savior. 
 
 

 
   


