
When the luck runs out 
 
If you are concerned about road safety you should never take to the roads in 
India. India is the most dangerous place on planet earth when it comes to road 
safety.  

 
There are twice as many people killed on the roads in India every year then on 
the roads of China. 

Approximately 20 
people are killed on 
Indian roads every 
single hour! 
India holds the record 
of being the most 
dangerous place on 
earth when it comes 
to road safety.  
Around 200,000 
people are killed on 
Indian roads every 
single year!  



That is the population of a medium sized city which is simply wiped out every 
year due to road accidents. 
 And this is only the official statistic. The real figure, the unofficial figure would 
have to be much higher than this and no one knows what the true statistics 

really are. It could be twice as 
many or even more than that. 
But somehow the Government of 
India does not seem to be too 
concerned about this frightening 
statistic as there are already far too 
many people on India’s roads. So 
what if a few hundred thousand 
people are literally taken of the 
roads every year. It’s just another 
form of birth control. After all it 

was their bad Karma, it was simply 
meant to be. If you believe in Karma you 
have to accept the fact that they have 
only themselves to blame for their bad 
luck. When you drive in an Indian Taxi or 
sit in any Indian car (or in an Indian  
Rickshaw) you will always notice that 
the driver of this vehicle has a ‘good 
luck’ charm hanging somewhere in front 
of his steering wheel. 
No one would dare to drive without 
such a 'good luck' charm on the deadly roads of India. Indian drivers know that 
if you want to survive on the deadly roads of India you need all the 'luck' you 

can get in order to survive the day or you will simply 
become another 'statistic'. 
 But according to those statistics it seems very obvious 
that lucky charms are totally ineffective on India’s 
roads. Indian driver still die by the tens of thousands 
every month. 
So why would anyone 
waste their money on 

a useless ‘lucky’ charm?  
But India is not the only place where such 
‘lucky’ charms are commonly used.  You can 



find them all over Asia, in every single country. The greater the uncertainty, 
the more ‘lucky charms’ you will 
find also. But it is not only in 
backward and primitive societies 
that people are drawn to such 
‘lucky charms', they are also 
found in many cars across 
Europe and America. 
Why would well educated people 
revert to something like a ‘lucky 
charm’ when they drive on 
relatively ‘safe’ roads compared 
to the deadly roads of India? 
Why would you still rely on luck 
when you drive somewhere on a 
modern  motorway that is so 

much safer than any of the road in India? 
‘Lucky charms’ are a strange phenomenon and there does not seem to be any 
logic attached to it at all. 
How can people that claim to have a progressive scientific worldview revered 
to such primitive superstitious behaviour when they sit in their cars? 
Surely there are fatal accidents on all roads but they are much fewer in our 
countries compared to the congested and terrible roads of India. 
 
The answer to this is quite simple. 
The reason for those ‘lucky charms’ is all about the sense of uncertainty and 
the vulnerability which is present in all of us. We feel vulnerable when we face 
circumstances which are beyond our   
control. 
And no one can feel 100 % safe on any 
road anywhere else in the world. There 
is always the possibility of the 
unexpected. A small child could run 
across the road and get hit. And animal 
could come from nowhere and 
suddenly stand in front of you during a 
scenic drive in the countryside. 
Whatever the circumstances might be, 
when we drive in a car we can never 
feel 100% safe since we cannot be in 



complete and total control of everything that goes on around us. If we could 
then there would be no need for the many road signs which are placed an 
every road.  
When we deal with the ‘unexpected’, with something that is beyond our direct 
control and we feel vulnerable. 
No one likes to feel vulnerable and no one likes uncertainty. As humans we 
crave for certainty and for security. And therein lays the problem. 
The moment we have renounced and forsaken God we are left with a life that 
is full of insecurities and that is plagued by uncertainties. 
Without God our universe suddenly becomes very insecure and quite  
unstable. But we cannot live with such insecurity and with this instability. As a 
result of it we will try find security and stability in something else. 
We try to have as much control of our life as possible but we can never be in 
full and in total control of it. 
We are still faced with the unexpected, with events that are beyond our 
control. 
 
As a result of this we turn to religion. We try to find meaning in religion and we 

want religion to help us make more sense out of 
life. 
But the only thing that religion can do is to 
pacify us with a false sense of fatalism.  
For a Hindu and for a Muslim fatalism rules the 
day. Whatever has happened was meant to 
happen, it was meant to be. For a Hindu life is all 
about Karma (both good and bad) and for a 
Muslim everything was foreordained by Allah 
himself.  

If you get insured in an accident it was Allah's will. Even if you run out of petrol 
because you have ignored the warning signs and forgot to re-fill your gas tank 
it was still Allah's will that it happened. As a result of it Fatalism takes away any 
sense of personal responsibility and forms a terrible destructive world view 
that will remove any personal guilt and any sense of personal responsibility. 
This worldview has kept large parts of the world looked up in the 
dark ages from where they simply cannot escape and move forward 
and progress. To a Hindu who is driving on a dangerous Indian road  
and who has a ‘lucky’ charm hanging off the mirror of his car, this 
‘lucky charm’ may pacify his fears and make him feel a bit more 
secure but it is also an expression of his ‘religious inconsistency’ as 
well as one of complete religious confusion. 



According to his religion everything in life is based on Karma. If it is meant to 
be it is meant to be. No lucky charm will be able to 
prevent or stop an accident from happen that way!  
It was simply meant to be. It was Karma! 
If you crash your car on a busy road in Mumbai or 
Calcutta you cannot count on anyone coming to your 
rescue in a hurry. You may die on the side of the road 
before anyone will give you a helping hand. 
I personally had such an experience whilst traveling in 
India. To a Hindu it was simply my bad Karma. Why 
should he come to my rescue and offer me help?  After all I deserved what 
happened to me. It was my bad Karma.    
If 200,000 Indians die every year on India’s overcrowded roads it was simply 
meant to be. It is was not the fault of the Government for neglecting road 
safety, nor was it the fault of the drivers or of anyone else. It was their Karma. 
It was meant to be. 
And there is no ‘lucky charm’ which can ever fix that problem! 
If a mother has lost her child due to an accident somewhere on a busy road in 
the Middle East, it was Allah’s will. 
Allah had caused that accident to happen!  It was not the fault of the driver 
who may have been careless or who was simply driving too fast. It was Allah’s 
fault alone! Allah is the one who is to blame! Blame Allah for it@!!!! 
Allah obviously was not impressed by the ‘lucky charm’ in the driver’s car 
either. 
In both cases, just as in the case of a driver who speeds on a German 
motorway and crashes, ‘lucky charms’ had no effect whatsoever. 
They may look pretty but in reality they are totally useless. 
 
So what does a ‘lucky charm’ really represent? What does it stand for? 
A ‘lucky charm’ is a statement, is an expression of FAITH!!! 
Every ‘lucky charm’ is always and expression of FAITH. 
It is a statement of Faith that this object which hangs of my windscreen will 
keep me safe and will allow me to live on.  
If I put my hope into this ‘lucky charm’ and trust that this object will keep me 
safe on our dangerous roads then I have simply expressed my faith that way. 
I have put my trust in a 'lucky charm' that will hopefully act on my behalf and 
keep me safe.                            
This is how superstition is born.  Superstition always relies on an object. 
It may be an object that we carry with us, something we can touch or 



worship, but it is always based on an object that represents a power that is 
greater than us. 
And so every driver who carries a ‘lucky charm’ in his vehicle has placed his 
faith in this object and has thus become a victim of superstition. 
But the problem with superstition is that it rarely works in our favour (as the 
Indian road toll indicate so very clearly) 
The item that hangs in our car is nothing but a lifeless piece of material (made 

in China and made out of cheap plastic). 
It is a piece of material that was made by human 
hands (or assembled by a machine). It has no life in 
itself. It cannot speak, it cannot walk and it cannot 
protect us from anything. 
It is completely and totally powerless and the only 

power it has is the power that it exercises over our mind.  
If we surrender our ‘fate’ into the hands of this object we are lost indeed.  
We have placed our trust and our hopes into a lifeless object (that was most 
likely made in a Chinese factory). 
 
But such is the rational of people who do not know God. 
If you have never come to know the living God you will do the wackiest and 
craziest things in life and never even ask yourself why you do it. You will not 
look for the logic behind your crazy and your absurd actions. 
It is only when you have had an encounter with the living God that you 
suddenly start to look for answers in life that actually make sense.  
When you get to know God in a personal way and when you develop a 
personal relationship with Him you will never again have any need for a ‘lucky 
charm’ in your car. 
You will realize that your faith is not placed in a dead object that hangs of your 
windscreen but that your faith is placed in the living God who has all power in 
heaven and on earth. 
It is only then that faith will take on a real dimension that works in your favour 
and that produces results. 
 
Yes, if all drivers in India would have such a personal relationship with the 
living God, driving on the overcrowded roads of India would most definitely be 
a much safer affair. 
For in that case a divine hand would guide them and lead them safely to their 
destination. 
Gods hand is not a ‘lucky charm’. His hand has real power that can help us and 
that can act on our behalf when we place our faith and our trust in Him. 



So get rid of your ‘lucky charm’ and put your trust in the hands of God instead.  
Surrender your life into His hands and you shall be safe. 
 

 


