
WHO WILL SAVE THE WORLD 

 

Petra Kelly was one of the founders of the green movement on Germany. 
She was a young lady with a strong determination and an iron will to see her mission come 

to fulfilment. 

Soon after she started in her political career, a former army general joined her.  His name 

was General Bastian.  As a retired Army 

General he had come to the conclusion 

that nuclear war was inevitable if a 

conflict would arise between the East 

and the West.  Such a “limited” nuclear 

war would have left most of Russia and 

America in tact while the rest of Europe 

and all of Germany would be turned into 

a nuclear wasteland unfit for humans to 

live in for the next thousand years. 

Like Petra, he also ended up speaking out 

against the horrors of such a future and started to fight for what he believed. 

Petra Kelly led the green party into the Bundestag, the German parliament for the first time 

in its history. 

This was a historical step.  People not only started to take notice of this determined young 

lady, but they also started to listen to her message.  Here it seemed was more at stake than 



just saving a few trees, this was a mission of saving the world from the evil and destructive 

hands of man. 

But there was another side to Petra Kelly.  Her former party colleagues described her as a 

person who was obsessed, at times even possessed by her mission in life.  For her nothing 

else seemed to matter.  She worked day and night in order to accomplish her mission and in 

the process of doing so she demanded the same dedication from her own staff.  Many left 

burned out and exhausted.  But as the influence of the green party in Germany grew, her 

radical image no longer fitted the overall image of the green party.  Gradually she found 

herself isolated and alone. Her only faithful friend left was General Bastian.  Despite the fact 

that he was a married man they both seemed to need each other and grew more and more 

and grew increasingly dependent on each other. Eventually they could no longer live 

without each other.  Petra’s world was starting to fall apart. 

She was one of the key political figures who 

helped to break down the hated Berlin wall, 

but it was as if in the process the wall came 

crushing down on her.  Her own life was 

smashed into pieces as disappointments 

became more and more common and she 

became very disillusionment with people.  

She had achieved so much in life but the 

world was still not saved from its evil.  Instead 

of the fear of a nuclear war, other concern soon started to obsess her. She became 

consumed with trying to abolish the evils of unemployment, of racial hatred and of 

corruption.  It was the impact of the ungratefulness of so many people which in the 

end left her crippled and eventually destroyed her on the inside. As she came to the 

end of her short life, both General Bastian and her took their own lives. Suicide 

seemed to be the only option left open to them in order to be set free from the 

disappointments of life. 

No man can bare the burden of saving the world and walk away intact and without 

any hurt.  Those who try to do so have always ended up being destroyed by it in the 

process.  They will be crushed by the enormous weight of man’s wickedness.  A man 

who set’s out on a mission to save the world from its own destruction will first become 

oppressive and then end up being oppressed by the very mission himself.  He will be 

squashed dry like a lemon and used up until there nothing left that he can give. 

No one has earned the right to save the world. For no man can do what only God can do! 

In order to save mankind from his own destruction, a man must first of all change himself.  

He needs a new heart and he must become a new creation.  No man can change the heart 



of someone else.  The best that we can do is to persuade others to our point of view but 

that’s all. 

But a change of mind is not the same as a changed heart.   

Jesus was born into this world to 

be saviour of mankind.  He did not 

come to save the trees or to 

deliver us from a future nuclear 

destruction.  He did not need to do 

so.  He came to save our souls 

from an eternity in hell.  He came 

to save us from the decay and from 

the corruption that lives within our 

human flesh.   

When Jesus becomes your Lord 

and saviour, he carries on His work 

though us to spread the message 

of salvation.  But he will never be 

oppressive when He calls us into 

his mission.  He will not burn us out and he will not leave us disillusioned either for he will 

do the work through us himself.  Our part is only to be obedient and to follow His still voice.  

For him who does what he was called to do, life will not end up in a tragic suicide, in 

complete despair but with a joyful expectation that the best is yet to come.  

 

 



 


