
 
 

Why dead churches kill 
 

What is it that makes ‘dead churches’ so 
fatal and deadly for a genuine Christian? 
The Bible tells us that as Christians we 
need each other; we need each other’s 
company, encouragements, each other’s 
prayers and much more.  
Dead churches may well contain some of 
that in a superficial way but they are still 
‘deadly’ because dead churches kill. 
 

The first thing that you will find in a dead church is the fact that the Bible has 
been discredit. There is no longer a belief in the infallibility of scripture. 
Once you have destroyed the credibility of a judge in a legal settlement the 
judgment also may no longer be valid for the man who passed judgment may not 
have been qualified to do so. 
In a similar sense if you destroy the credibility of the Bible the content of the Bible 

no longer remains credible.  As a result this will lead to 
heresy, to misguided ideas and false conclusions. You are 
left with a book that can be criticized but no longer truly 
believed.  It will simply lack credibility. The Bible will end 
up looking like Swiss cheese, a book full of holes. 
You can accept what you want to accept and at the same 

time reject what does not suit you. 
A dead church will produce such pride and arrogance in regards to the Bible 
because it places itself above the ‘Word of God’. 
The members in such a ‘dead church’ will cease to accept God’s word as the 
divinely inspired and literal Word of God which can be believed and relied upon. 
Thus it will gradually loose all its relevance and impact over time. 
When you see a dead church you will see a people who have substituted the 
authority of the Bible with their own proud judgment of this book. 
They have literally placed their own judgment above the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit himself. 

The dead church of Sardis 



Such people live in utter spiritual darkness. 
There is a thick spiritual veil which hangs over their minds ( and their hearts)  
At times they can no longer see what seems so obvious to others. 
The sermons that are preached in a dead church will be soothing and smooth but 
never challenging for they contain no true spiritual substance.  There will be no 
piercing of the heart which leads to repentance instead the words from the pulpit 
will be politically correct and they will not cause any offence. 
A dead preachers can only preach a dead sermon for he has no life in himself. 
 
A dead church is like a seductive poison.  
First it will put you to sleep and then it will kill you. 
In a dead church you will find that most people who are spiritual dead.  For true 
spiritual life has been substituted with worthless and empty religion instead. 
Religion is like the frame of a house which has not been completed. 

It is missing a roof, there are no walls to separate 
the rooms and it contains nothing that would 
make this place livable to anyone. There is no 
furniture, no beds and no heart. 
In the same way the Holy Spirit cannot live in a 
dead ‘religious’ church. 
There is nothing that would invite Him to make His 
home there. 

It holds no attraction for Him. Such a church will only be an offense to Him. 
 
Every dead church will sooner or later reject the Bibles revelation that there is 
only one way to God. 

Dead churches become very tolerant. They 
become very accommodating. 
Not long ago a Muslim Imam was invited to say 
prayers in a Lutheran church in Germany. In his 
prayer proclaimed that Mohammad is the final 
and the greatest prophet of God. He placed 
Mohammad above Jesus and that in a church. 
Most Lutheran church member listened to him 
with a kind smile on their face. 

They had no concept of that great sin they had committed. 



But a dead church is dead. It is not able to see, hear or walk. It cannot stand up 
and speak up for it does not have any legs. It has no voice, no true spiritual 
understanding, no spiritual guidance and no life. 
As a result of this a dead church will be very accommodation to anything and to 
anyone as long as they do not pose a threat and a challenge. 

But there is one thing which a dead church cannot 
tolerate. It cannot tolerate truth. 
Jesus said that there is no other way to God but through 
him. 
He was very clear about that.  He also made it very clear 
that no religion will ever be able to save a person from his 
sin and achieve reconciliation with God. 
He told us that there is nothing a person can do in order 
to achieve his own salvation.  Before God our good works 

simply don’t count.  God will never accept them as a substitute of the blood of His 
son. 
 
In a dead church ‘social outreach’ will replace evangelism. 
There is no need for evangelism. Evangelism will have lost all its meaning since 
there are many roads that lead to God, that can earn man’s salvation.  
In fact evangelism will often be classed as a racist effort to subject poor illiterate 
people living somewhere in the 3. World. 
 
Because dead churches contain no true spiritual life, they will ultimately elevate 
man and reduce the true status of God. 
Unless you have a personal and intimate relationship with Jesus Christ, the result 
of a genuine spiritual re-birth, you cannot worship the Lord in spirit and truth. 
In a dead church ‘truth’ has been replaced by a devilish lie and the spirit has never 
been present at all. As such it is impossible to find any genuine worship. It simply 
cannot exist. 
Worship in a dead church is reduced to ‘lip service’ which means absolutely 
nothing to God. 
A few nicely formulated well-read prayers will never replace a genuine cry from 
the heart. 
 
A dead church will never take a stand on critical spiritual issues. 
It cannot do so for it does not want to offend. 



A dead church will have no objections in the ordination of homosexual or lesbian 
ministers even if this clearly goes against the teaching of the Bible. 
 
A dead church will always be very ecumenical. 
It will accommodate Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus into their midst but not for the 
sake of reaching them for Christ. It will do so in order to show tolerance and 
acceptance of other religions and to treat them as equals. It will never say 
anything that could be taken as an offense. 
 
But in the end a dead church will die. 
It may die a slow or a sudden death but a dead church can never survive. 
It cannot survive because Gods judgment and Gods disapproval hangs over it. 

We can witness this today all over 
Europe. 
The grand churches and great Cathedrals 
in Europe remain largely empty on 
Sundays. 
They have nothing to offer to a lost 
world. 
One day they most likely will be turned 
into mosques. 

This is not far-fetched at all. It has happened before but we simply don’t like to 
remember. 

The grand mosque in Istanbul, Turkey, was once the 
grand Orthodox Church. It was one of the greatest 
church buildings in the entire world. 
When Muslims took over Turkey they turned it into a 
mosque. It has remained a mosque ever since. 
While churches are dying all over the western world, 
Muslims are immigrating to our countries in great 

numbers. The dead churches which are so accommodation today and even allow 
Muslim Imams to say prayers during a church service will notice one day that their 
church has also been transformed into a mosque. 
But when that happens no Christian minister will ever be allowed to say his 
prayers there ever again. 
 
The Bible tells us that Jesus was disgusted by lifeless religion. 



He had a hatred for it. 
How much more disgusted must  he be when he looks upon a ‘church’ that he 
died for accepting and accommodating everything which is a disgrace in his eyes. 
Dead churches must be such an offense to him for thy pretend to be something 
which they are not and they do so in His own name. 
Whilst Gods judgment has and will fall on such a church in this life there is no 
doubt that even greater judgment awaits those who pretend to be his followers, 
his disciples, his representatives here on earth but who in reality have made a 
stand in favor of all that is a disgrace to the Lord. 
 
A Christian who is caught up in a dead church only ever has one option left open 
to him. 
He must get out of this church lest he is also infected with the spirit of death 
which hangs over that church. 
For if he does not he will eventually be put to sleep himself and die in the process. 
It is a serious choice for one leads to certain death while the other one will lead 
him to life. 
What makes a dead church to deadly is that it is a church under judgment and lest 
you get out of it you may fall under Gods judgment as well. 

 


