
About weeping and gnashing of teeth 
 
In the gospel of Matthew and Luke we find numerous references about hell. 
(Matthew 13:42 /  6:12 / 13:50 / 24:51 / 25:30 / 22:13 / Luke 13:28) 
Hell is often referred to as a place where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 
This is a most unusual description of the most horrible place, of a place so utterly 
horrible that it is beyond our imagination. 
 
It is easy to understand why there will be weeping because tears can be identified 
with suffering and pain as well as with feelings of regret. 
The mind will still be fully alive and very active in this terrible place and it will 
recall all the missed opportunities when the heart could have turned to Jesus in 
repentance but when pride prevented it from doing so. 
Memories will turn into the most cruel instruments of torture and they will 
produce many tears. 
But regret is not the same as remorse. 
In hell there will be no remorse over sin for in hell there will no longer be any 
repentance! 
The Spirit who brings a person to a place of repentance, the Holy Spirit which 
provokes remorse over sin will no longer be present in this dark and terrible 
place. 
Hell is a place of such utter darkness despite the fire which will never cease to 
burn. 
The tears in hell will only reflect pain, agony and suffering as well as self-pity 
which will continuously torture the troubled soul. 
 
But there is a different reason why those caught up in hell will be gnashing their 
teeth.  The gnashing of teeth will not be the result of suffering, of pain for people 
in hospital who at times have to endure great pain do not gnash their teeth at the 
doctor. 
The Gnashing of teeth is connected with anger, with hatred and with rage. 
Those who are locked up in hell forever will gnash their teeth in sheer rage for 
their hearts will be filled with such furious anger. It will be an anger which is 
directed at God himself! 
Hell will be a place filled with pain, rage and anger. A place filled with people who 
will curse God with every available breath. 



 
But why will there be so much anger and rage in this place? 
People who have mostly ignored or who have at times even hated God 
throughout their short life know that they deserve to be held in this place.  
They know that they have received their just reward.  
So why would they rage against God with their fists raised up against Him when 
they know that they have received what they deserve? 
There is someone else who will be caught up in hell who will rage against God 
with the most vicious and the most furious anger.  
It will be all those people who feel hard done by, who believe that God has made 
the greatest and the most terrible mistake, that they have ended up in this place 
unjustly and that they do not deserve to be there. 
 
They will be furiously angry with God for they will believe God had treated them 
unjustly and now they feel unjustly abandoned by Him. 
They believe that they have deserved much better than that. 
They had been ‘good’ people all their life. Some may have even been faithful 
church members and now God has abandoned them in this terrible place! 
It will not take long before their resentment of God will turn into furious anger.  
How could God banish them to this terrible place?! 
They had always relied on their own ‘goodness’ and they had never done anyone 
any serious harm. 
But they had never experienced a real salvation which was only available at the 
foot of the cross. 
And because of this they had entered eternity loaded with the sins of a lifetime! 
With their faces glowing red with hot anger they will turn against Him, they will 
gnash their teeth at God as a result of the furious anger which had turned to 
hatred, which hasdpoisoned their hearts. 
 
What makes hell- hell is not only that that it is a place where God has completely 
withdrawn His presence, where the beauty of His creation no longer exists but 
also that it is filled with a multitude of people who are consumed with bitterness, 
who are driven by anger and hatred, whose hearts have become so poisoned with 
hate that they can no anger find any rest. 
Hell does not contain any secret corners where someone could hide, revive and 
recover in order to regain his once sanity once again. 



Hell is a place where the wolves have been led loose and where God has 
completely withdrawn His beautiful presence forever. 
 
Jesus warned his followers about hell on many occasions. 
He spoke a lot more about hell that he did about heaven. 
And yet despite all the sober warnings from our savior himself one will hardly 
ever hear a sermon about hell in our churches anymore. 
When was the last time that you have listened to a sobering sermon on hell? 
You will not be able to recall for it had been such a long time ago. 
Some Christian denominations now even deny the existence of hell.  
 
Jesus believed in hell, that’s why he kept on warning us about it on so many 
occasions. 
He was overcome by the thought of people ending up in this terrible place. 
Jesus was so driven by the thoughts of people going to hell so he offered his life 
as a sacrifice in order to save and to rescue us from this dark and terrible place. 
 
In this life here on earth we are faced with 2 choices. 
We can accept Jesus painful death on the cross as a substitute for all our sins, we 
can acknowledge the fact that Jesus had laid down his own life on our behalf (died 
the death which we had deserved) or we can ignore his salvation and pay the 
price for our sins ourselves. 
 
One decision is easy. It will demand nothing from us at all. 
We will be able to continue to live like we have always done in the past. 
We will be in charge of our own life and we will make our decisions according to 
our desires and according to whatever suits our will. 
This choice is easy and convenient but one day we will end up gnashing our teeth. 
The choices which please us at the moment will result in tears in the future. 
Jesus has warned us about this on so many occasions. 
 
The other choice is painful and it may cost us many tears in this life. 
As we choose to walk down the small and narrow path of life we will be 
confronted with many choices that will work directly against us, against what we 
like and what we desire. 
Life will turn into a sacrifice.  



It will cost us now. The price may be heavy but in the end we will be rewarded 
with a future which knows no darkness or tears, with an eternity that is filled with 
an abundance of joy! 
This will be the reward for all those who have left their sins at the foot of the 
cross and who have taken up their own cross in order to follow their savior. 
 
The only thing that we can contribute to our salvation is the sins that we leave at 
the foot of the cross. 
But for a Christian this is not where it ends. This is only the beginning. 
From then on we are called to follow our savior and he warned us that the road 
that he will lead us on will be narrow and small. 
Often this road will be too narrow for our own wishes and for our desires but it 
will lead us safely into the place where there will never be any remorse. 
 
       
 

 


