
Dying in peace 

 
 
It has often been noted that most people die a peaceful death. 
Occasionally someone is caught up in an intense inner struggle before he closes 
his eyes for the last time. Such a struggle can turn into a battle for life and death 
itself. A person caught up in this fight will do anything to prolong his life just by 
one minute. 
But this is the exception. Most people will die rather peacefully. 
But how is this possible? How can a person die peacefully when he has to leave 
everything behind which he has ever owned and treasured and walk away with 
nothing at all? 
None of us can take anything with us when we leave this earthly life. At the point 
of death all wealth, all material possession suddenly become totally worthless.  
At that point in life all men are truly equal again. 
We have entered this world with nothing and we leave it the same way. 
For the first time in life money and status will have lost all its value and meaning. 
Our status will have ceased to be of any benefit to us and our money will fall into 
the hands of someone who has never worked for it.  
This is a sober realization for anyone who is laying on his deathbed. 
But what is of even greater importance is the fact that all the relationships which 
a person has formed during his lifetime also have to be left behind. 
All family and friends have to stay back. There is no one who can join us on that 
final journey! 

And none of us can return even for a moment to share our story, to let 
everyone know what it’s like on the other side of the grave. 
Death can become a very lonely exit into the world of the unknown. 



But despite of all of that most people still die rather peacefully. 
Is this because the reality of dying has never hit home to them at all? 
Has death not even become real during the last moments of life or is there 
another reason for this? 
 
I was talking to a man shortly before he had died. 
He had suffered from a very aggressive cancer but he was still young in age. 
He was not religious. He hated church but he firmly believed that he had nothing 
to fear or to worry. He believed that he was at peace with himself, at peace with 
the universe and with the ‘other being’ whoever it was. 
He called God a ‘he’, a ‘she’ and an ‘it’.  
He felt secure because he had never committed a serious crime and so he knew 
that he had nothing to worry about. He also died in peace much to the comfort of 
everyone present. 
 
There are 2 fatal illusions which take place when a person dies in false comfort. 
If a person passes away peacefully without ever having ‘made peace’ with his 
creator he has literally gambled his eternal future away. 
How can he be so certain that no harm will await him on the other side of the 
grave? 
Any such comfort is always based on pure speculation. 
None of us have ever been to the other side of the grave and returned again. 
Some years ago a group of Lutheran Clergyman in Germany decided that hell did 
not exist. They did not like the idea of hell and so they simply abolished the place. 
But how can they know? How can they be so certain? 
Their decision was based on pure speculation but not on fact. None of those 
Ministers was qualified to present their decision as fact.  
 
So how was this man able to die with such certainty if he did not really know what 
to expect once he had died? 
Death is the greatest moment of uncertainty that we will confronted most of us in 
our whole life. 
It is the journey into the unknown from which there is no more return.  
No one can come back a few days later and share what he has experienced, what 
he has witnessed and seen. 
In the light of such uncertainty, how is it still possible that so many people can die 
so peacefully? 



 
There is only 1 answer to this question. Most of us believe that we are basically 
‘good’ people at heart. 
We live a life of delusion. 
We love ourselves!  
We think far more highly of ourselves then we should. 
Because of this we fall into the trap of ‘self-righteousness’. We fall victim to the 
deception of our own ‘goodness’ and as a result of it we believe that we have 
nothing to fear. 
We rely entirely on the judgment which we have passed on ourselves! 

Whenever we judge ourselves by viewing ourselves in our 
own mirror the verdict will always be the same. We will see 
ourselves as ‘not guilty’ regardless of our crime. 
We are incapable and unable to see our real guilt. 
Our mirror will never expose the true self to us. It will only 
ever show us what we want to see, what we want to believe 

about ourselves in order that we can gain ‘our’ approval. 
A Narcissist will even embrace his own mirror before he will kiss his own lips! 
Seeing us in our own mirror will create a false comfort and it will lead us into 
delusion. It will also create a false sense of security. 
This is the real reason why most people die peacefully even if they have lived the 
most wicked life. 
Having only ever seen themselves in their own mirror they will manage to look 
rather good in their own eyes. And so they feel assured, feel confident that they 
have nothing to fear when they take this gigantic step from this life into the next. 
That’s why so many dying people manage to die with a smile on their face when 
they are leaving their friends and relatives behind. They feel assured about their 
future and they are leaving everyone behind with the same false assurance that 
he or she is now in a much better place. 
 
There are only 2 options once a person has died. 
If God does not exist then there is also no ‘peace’. A person will simply have 
ceased to exist. It is not only the body which died but also the spirit. 
If God does exist then there will be accountability. 
With death comes accountability. (And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne. And there were open books, and one of them was the book of 



life. And the dead were judged according to their deeds, as recorded in the 
books. Revelation 20:12) 
We will all become accountable for our past actions. 
But something tragic will occur on the other side of the grave, something so tragic 
that it will quickly wipe the smile of the face of anyone who has died in false 
comfort and peace. 
The mirror which we had used and loved, which we had so often looked into will 

be smashed in an instant. 
It will be destroyed the very moment a 
person has closed his eyes for the last time. 
That mirror which we had always used to 
measure our own righteousness will be 
gone in an instant.  
Suddenly we will no longer be confronted 
with our own mirror but with an image 
instead, with the overpowering image of 
God Himself. 

And this image will suddenly become the measurement of all ‘goodness’ and of all 
righteousness. 
Anyone who has only ever seen himself as a ‘good’ and ‘just’ person will suddenly 
see himself for who he really is. 
The divine light will uncover everything which once remained hidden! 
Now it will be God’s standards which will become the measure of all things and 
this is what He thinks about us: 
 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Romans 3:23) 
There will be no one who can take pride in his own righteousness, not once he is 
confronted with God! 
The divine light will be so strong, so powerful that it will not be a light of comfort 
at all. At least not for someone who died in the delusion of his own ‘goodness’. 
This light will expose all the ugliness which was always hidden inside. This light  
will expose all pride; reveal every fault no matter how small and suddenly the 
self-righteousness will turn into darkness. 
God’s light is only a comfort if there is nothing to hide, if everything had been 
resolved in the past life, if every ‘sin’ was literally erased. 
 
Whatever religion a person clings on to here on earth, he will always depend on 
himself for his salvation. 



His eternal destiny will be built upon his own ‘works’ of righteousness. 
He must work for his salvation; he can only ever earn it himself. 
But earning your ticket to heaven will make your heart proud and self-
righteousness. 
It will also create a delusion because it will give you a false sense of peace and 
security. 
It will be security which is based on the false belief that you will be rewarded for 
what you have truly deserved! 
To such a ‘good’ person heaven will not be a gift. It will simply be a ‘payback’ from 
God. Heaven will be God’s wages for all his ‘good works’. 
To a self-righteous person salvation is always about his works, his labor and his 
effort which alone has earned him his entrance into the place which he believes 
that he truly deserves. 
 
But the Bible says that proud and self-righteous people will never be granted 
entrance into heaven. Scripture is very explicit about that. Scripture tells us on to 
many occasions that heaven can never be earned or paid for by human hands, 
that we can get there by our own effort. 
 

Someone else holds the keys to that door. Only he will be 
able to open that gate. 
This person is Jesus, God’s only son. Jesus has died for 
each individual sin of every individual sinner on earth. 
But his death remains meaningless and useless unless you 
bring your sins before him in genuine repentance and 

make him Lord of your life. 
At that point his righteousness will be exchanged for your own;  
his salvation will replaced your failed effort to save yourself. 
Your keys which never fitted that heavenly lock will be exchanged with his key 
which will open those gates for you when you are ready to step into His glory. 
 
All of a sudden life will take on a completely new meaning. 
The mirror which we had always used to judge ourselves with will become totally 
useless.  
Now we are able to look at ourselves in the true mirror of God and we can do so  
long before we even stand in His. 
 



Salvation in Jesus is the only guarantee we have that we can die in true peace and 
not in delusion for it provides us with the peace and assurance that we will one 
day wake up in His presence, on the day when we open our eyes for the very first 
time on the other side of the grave. 
When that happens His light will not provoke feelings of guilt or shame but it will 
produce real comfort instead. 
 

For God, who said “Let light shine out of darkness,” made His light 

shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory 

of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  2.Corinthians 4:6 

 


