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How could it be that someone like the Roman Catholic Pope would feel much 
more closely attached to a Muslim than to a Christian whose heart it is to share 
the ‘good news’?   
Pope Francis looks upon any Christian evangelist who wants to share the ‘good 
news’ in the same way as he looks upon a radical Islamic fighter who carries a gun 
in his hand. 
How can a school principal of a nominal ‘Christian’ school feel more connected to 
someone from another faith than to a ‘born-again’ Christian? 
How can a catholic priest despise his fellow priests of a ‘charismatic’ persuasion 
but feel completely at ease with someone who does not even believe? 
How can a catholic monk reject the very foundation of Christian theology (Christ’s 
death on the cross) and yet feel spiritually connected with a Buddhist monk 
instead? 
Those are all real life illustrations. The people are real. This is how they think and  
feel about some of life’s most important issues. 
 
In the eyes of the world this is a wonderful thing! 
It simply shows that all of those men have reached a spiritual maturity and that 
they can bond with each other despite the outward barriers which their religion 
has erected over time. 
But what is the real reason of their inward ‘connection’? 
Once you analyze religion you will soon realize that all religions have 1 thing in 
common. They are all build on the basis of ‘works’. 



Whether you are a catholic, a Muslim, a Buddhist, a Hindu or anything else, your 
salvation will entirely depend on your conduct in life. 
Your eternal future will depend on how you have conducted yourself in this life. 
Your eternal reward will be dependent on your actions in this life. 
There is no one externally who is apart from you who can add anything to your  
eternal reward. 

Your salvation has to be earned by yourself. Your effort, 
your works and your conduct is all that counts. And nothing 
else matters! 
You will either be incarnated into a lesser form of life ( into 
an ant or an insect) from where you will have to work your 
way upwards again or you may be send into hell. 
Wherever you end up at, it is the direct result of your 
actions in life. You are the Lord and the master of your 

eternal destiny. No one else can die your death or change your eternal destiny 
after you died! 
Your future is entirely in your own hands. 
 
If you believe this than you can easily connect with ‘fellow believer’ on that basis. 
You will suddenly realize that there is much common ground. 
A ‘Christian’ Pope can suddenly call a Muslim Imam his ‘brother’ because in 
essence they both believe the same thing ( of course with some different 
variations). A Buddhist monk can connect with a catholic monk and call him his 
brother for they both can explore in more depth what they have in common. 
 
When Martin Luther (who used to be a catholic monk) had his divine encounter 
he suddenly realized that this was all a big lie. 
He had always worked hard to earn his salvation.  But it never left him with any 
peace and with any assurance. 
Then by reading the Bible he suddenly realized that we can never save ourselves! 
This was the greatest revelation in his whole life! 
 
No Hindu can earn the right to be turned into a higher form of life once he has 
died (develop from an insect into a human). No Buddhist can reach ‘Nirvana’ by 
his conduct alone. 



No Christian will ever make it to heaven because he or she has been a good 
person. None of our ‘good’ works will ever be good enough to get us to the place 
where we want to go. 
Ultimately it is God who decides what is good and what is bad. He not only sets 
the standards which are unobtainable for any of us (because in His eyes only 
perfection will do ) but He can also see directly into our hearts. He knows and 
sees the hidden motives which hide behind every ‘good’ work.  
This is what He has to say our ‘good’ works: 
For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds 
are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like 
the wind, take us away. (Isaiah 64:6) 
 

 
 
The moment we rely on our ‘good’ works we have built a tall castle which is made 
out of sand. 
The first breeze from above will be enough to blow it apart and it will be 
destroyed. It does not have the foundation it needs so that it can last.   
A Priest can’t save himself because he had chosen to spend his whole life working 
as a Priest. His superior, the Pope can’t save himself either just because he made 
it to the top of his church.  
There is nothing that we ourselves can do that will earn us, that will secure us our 
salvation. 
In the presence of God our works simply don’t count! 
 



Because of this we will eventually come to realize that this ecumenical union 
which has been built on man’s ‘works’ will be short lived. It simply won’t last. 
It will be like a castle that has been build out of dry sand. It simply lacks the 
substance it needs to survive. 
 
But there is one kind of unity which will last, a unity that will never die. 
This unity will still be present long after we have died ourselves. 
It is the unity of the ‘spirit’. 
This ‘spirit’ is not based on the understanding that we can save ourselves but on 
the conviction and on the personal experience that only Jesus can save! 
When Luther had his divine encounter he suddenly realized that all his ‘works’, all 
his ‘efforts’ had been of no value at all. His works were dead works which did not 
count in the eyes of the Lord. 
He suddenly realized that salvation was by faith and by faith alone. 
It was by faith in the saving work of Christ. 

It is the cross which is the sole basis of our 
salvation. Without that shed blood on the cross 
there could be no forgiveness of sin! 
Someone who has never been ‘born-again’ will 
stumble and fall at this thought. 
This will be to narrow and far too exclusive. 
But someone who has understood it will simply 
rejoice. 
He will have realized that all his sins have been 
forgiven, that he is finally free from the burden of 
sin. 
Whoever has had this salvation experience will be 
at ‘one heart’ with anyone who had this experience 
as well. 

Once you have been delivered from sin you will always have a message to share! 
It does not matter what church, what denomination a person may belong to, this 
single experience will tie him, will unite him with his fellow believer from all over 
the world. 
While one kind of unity, the false unity, is based on our works and on what we 
can do ourselves, real unity is always based on what Jesus has done for us on the 
cross. 



 
 

 


