
“I am not a bad person” 

Who has not used this line in defense of himself? 
But the question remains, by whose definition? 
A headhunter in the Amazon may find nothing wrong with eating his neighbor for 
breakfast. It’s not a moral issue for him. He was hungry and only wanted to fill his 
empty stomach. His neighbor just happened to walk into his tent at the wrong 
time. It’s simply a case of survival! 
The strong will always rule over the weak and sometimes the weak will even get 
eaten!  
 
A North Korean woman who was trained as a midwife had been imprisoned in 
one of the nations many Gulags. She shared the most horrific story (as recorded in 
the book: ‘the hidden Gulag’) 
During her time in the prison camp it was her duty to deliver the children of North 
Korean woman who had escaped to China and who had fallen pregnant to 
Chinese man (either voluntarily or through rape) They were later returned to 
North Korea by the Chinese police.  In the prison camps the children were either 
aborted or in the case of an advanced pregnancy the babies where first delivered 
by this midwife and then they were killed. North Korea does not want to breed  
half-casts and so there were strict rules that all the new born babies had to be 
murdered. 
This woman shared the most horrific story. She explained in detail how the prison 
guards would pick up a new born baby in front of its mother either by its hand or 
by its leg and then disposed of it in a large plastic bag. 
The bag was full of dead babies but she noticed that sometimes a little newborn 
baby which had been delivered the day before was still breathing, was still alive 
and was crying in pain. 
Occasionally the guards would simply pierce the soft skull of the child with a knife.  
It was just like killing an animal. None of the prison guards displayed any moral 
conscience about what they did. They were unmoved by the suffering of the 
newborn helpless babies.  
Many years later this woman still had nightmares about this. She would wake up 
in the middle of the night and see this plastic bag full of dying new born babies. 
She also remembered how none of the guards had ever displayed any signs of 
emotions. There was never any expression of guilt or shame written on their 
faces. They were unmoved by their actions. 



Did Hitler ever feel any guilt about the murder of 6 million Jews? 
Pol Pot never displayed any sign of remorse. He died unmoved by the horrific 
events of the past. One of the greatest monsters of all times died without any sign 
of guilt and without any expression of shame or remorse. Right to the end he felt 
perfectly justified in his cruel actions. In an interview shortly before he died he 
stated that according to his opinion he had never done anything wrong. 
His conscience remained totally unscarred by the murder of millions of fellow 
Cambodians which died because of his evil, dark heart. Life to him was simply 
disposable. The death of millions meant nothing at all.   
He would have most likely considered himself to be a good person because he did 
what he did for the sake of his people. The brutal slaughter of millions of them 
was simply done with the best intentions. He never meant any harm! 
 
‘Goodness’ can never be defined by any of us! 
What seems right and good to me may be wrong and highly offensive to others. 
A ‘porn star’ may see nothing wrong in exposing himself (or herself) in front of a 
camera. A Muslim woman in Saudi-Arabia will get beaten by her own husband if 
she only shows one of her ears in public (most of her face has to remain covered 
by her Burka in public). She too may have nightmares for having exposed so much 
of her body (an ear) to the eyes of strange man. 
A person who comes to the conclusion at the end of his or her life that he has 
been a ‘good’ person is walking on a very shaky foundation. 
He has in fact boarded the Titanic just moments before it had sunk. 
If morality, if ‘good’ and ‘bad’ is defined by man alone then morality itself will 
change with the seasons. What was wrong in the past will be good and perfectly 
normal today. 
At one point gays could not marry. It would have been unthinkable that gays or 
lesbians could marry and then even adopt little children under their care. 
Now it is the people who criticize gay marriage who are looked upon as ‘immoral’, 
as intolerant bigots who are in the wrong. 
If we ourselves define morality then the outcome will ultimately be that newborn 
babies will end up in a dirty plastic bag where they will face a slow and a painful 
death. 
North Korea does defined its own morality and this is the outcome. 
After all who is to say that the guards did something evil ?  Didn’t they simply try 
to preserve the purity of their own race? There are many arguments that could be 
used in their defense. 



Who is to say that we are not mislead and misguided in our own sense of 
morality? Who is to judge?  
 
A prominent Christian theologian once challenged a devout atheist in a public 
debate.  The atheist argued that morality was basically the invention of man (and 
largely the by-product of religion). Then the Christian theologian told him of a 
horrific incident which had occurred in his country. 
A man had kidnapped a 3 year old girl. After he had taken her to a ‘private’ place 
he repeatedly raped the 3 year old child until she died. 
The atheist paused for a moment and then commented: ”I don’t like what he did 
but I can’t say that it was wrong”. 
When we ourselves define moralities then we create a bottomless pit from where 
there is no more escape! 
We will in fact remove any morality from morality itself! 
 
Jesus often had issues with the religious leaders of his day, with the Pharisees. 
They tried to trap him on many occasions and they often used subtle arguments 
but they never succeeded. 
At one time Jesus said: "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL NOT 
COMMIT ADULTERY'; but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with 
lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.… (Matthew 
5:27) 
Thou shalt not commit adultery is one of the 10. Commandments. (Exodus 20:14) 
But Jesus redefined this commandment. He took it one step further, from the 
action to the actual indent of the heart.   
According to Jesus there are many, many millions of man who in Gods eyes are 
adulators even thou they have never actually committed the act of adultery itself. 
If you challenge any of those man then they will defend themselves for they have 
never touched another woman apart from their wife.  
But in Gods eyes they are adulterers. 
 
Ultimately it is God who defines morality. He not only defines the action but he 
also defines the intent of the heart. 
For someone to claim that he or she is a ‘good person’ he or she can only do so if 
this assessment is done according to his or her own moral codes. 
But Gods standard is the standard of utter perfection. 
Our own moral codes will never pass when they are put to the test. 



Who of us can really claim that he has never had a wrong thought in his heart ? 
One single bad thought is enough to disqualify us from entry into Gods future 
kingdom. 
Even if we could earn our salvation by our good deeds, there would still be no one 
who would actually succeed! 
God’s standards are so high above our standards that one single offence is 
enough to disqualify us. 
If God would allow 1 single sin to dwell in his presence (in the form of a sinner) 
then His holiness would be polluted by sin. 
True ‘holiness’ which is utterly pure can never allow anything which is the 
opposite of ‘holy’ to dwell in its presence. 
Anyone who thinks that he can earn his own salvation by just being ‘good’ has no 
concept of the ‘holiness’ and of the ‘purity’ of God. 
It is impossible for any man to obtain his salvation.  
We can never undo what has been done in the past.  
We simply don’t have the power the erase our sins of the past.  
Religion can’t fix this problem either. Religion is a mere Band-Aid which can 
provide us with a momentary relief but it cannot solve our problem (it tries to do 
so but it ends up being caught up in its own web of lies) 
 
2000 years ago a man stepped into this world who had the power to forgive sin. 
Forgiving sin is only something that God can do but to prove that he did have this 
power he displayed powers that no man had. No one ever before him and after 
him since did what only he was able to do. 
He healed the sick, he raised the dead back to life, he displayed his power over 
nature itself (he calmed the storm and walked on water) and he did much more. 
At the height of his life he took the sins of man upon himself and he hung them 
on a cross where he died for our redemption. 
Only his blood contains the cleansing agent that is needed to cleanse and to wash 
us from the stains of our sins. 
His blood can do what no one can do.  
It has the power to cleanse us from within. 
On that cross he spilled his blood for our salvation! 
 
To the atheist, to the religious person this is simply unacceptable. They cannot 
phantom how one man alone can redeem so many but they do not understand 
God. They also do not see their need for their own redemption. It is only when 



you realize the need for your own redemption that you will discover the path to 
the cross. 
Paul wrote in 1.Corinthian 1:18   For the word of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is 
written, "I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF 
THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE."… 
And in 1 Corinthian 1:23  …..but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 
Gods path of salvation will never make sense to anyone who is still caught up in 
his own ‘goodness’.  To him the cross will remain an eternal offence for on the 
cross Jesus made a declaration, that God will never accept any other way of 
salvation apart from the cross. 
When Jesus revealed himself to his disciples after he rose again on the 3. day he 
showed them the marks on his hands and on his feet. 
The signs of the nail prints will be a visible eternal reminder that this was the way 
which God has appointed for our salvation. 
 
Anyone who insists of standing before God on account of his own morality will 
have to face those nail prints one day.  
On that day he will have to explain why he rejected Gods plan of salvation. 
No one can stand before the almighty God and get away with an argument which 
is built on his own shaky foundation. 
God will always have the last word whether we like it or not! 
 


