
The difference between ‘mercy’ and love’ 

 
Muslims refer to Allah as the ‘all merciful’, the ‘all gracious’. 
But do they really know and understand what that means? 
While no Christian would ever dare to dispute that God is all-merciful and that no 
one is more gracious then God is, it does not present a full image of God. 
 
There is 1 great revelation about God missing in Islam. 
If Mohammad was really a true prophet, if he was the last and the greatest 
prophet of all than how could he have missed the greatest and the most 
important revelation about God, about the very essence who God really is. 
If he was a prophet he would have expanded more on that then on anything else 
but he never even mentioned it once. 
As a self-proclaimed ‘prophet’ he had well and truly failed his test of showing that 
he was a genuine true prophet in this one single aspect alone! 
If someone would represent me who knows that I am actually a very selfish, 
violent and utterly ruthless egomaniac, but he only talks about the very few nice 
things I did in my life that he could hardly be called a true witness for me since he 
failed to mention what I am really like.  
Such a man would not be qualified to call himself a prophet at all. 
It is the same with Mohammad. 
If he was truly a prophet why did he not mention the most important character 
attribute of God whom he claimed to represent here on earth? 
 
In Islam Allah has 99 names but he never once has the name that was given to 
Him in the Bible. It was the most important name of God among all the many 
names which were given to him. 



He failed the test of being a genuine prophet for no true prophet could have 
missed that! 
 
The Bible calls God the ‘God of love’. 
This description of God is totally unique to the Bible. It does not occur in any 
other religious texts or holy books which had originated before the Bible. 
The revelation of God being a ‘God of love’ is totally unique to the Bible. 
It was Jesus who expanded on this revelation more than anyone else. 
If this is the most important revelation of all then Jesus should have qualified to 
be the greatest prophet in Islam and not Mohammad. 
But this is not the case. 
In Islam it is Mohammad who plays the first fiddle and nobody else. 
Jesus only comes 2nd. or 3rd  down the rank. 
Some Islamic traditions (as recorded in their holy literature the Hadiths) claim 
that when Jesus will return to earth, his job will be to kill all the pigs. 
The Mahdi (the real Islamic Messiah) will rule the earth and Jesus will be confined 
to the task of a butcher. He will be left with the most dishonoring duties of all. He 
will be left to touch the skin, the flesh of pigs. Nothing could be more dishonoring 
to the mind of a Muslim than that. 
But this is what they really think about Jesus (Isa). 
No Muslim would ever dream of going even near a pig. They shutter at the 
thought of having touched pork. The thought of that would give a good Muslim 
nightmares for days.  
And yet this is the true respect which they have for Jesus ( whom they call Isa). 
He has been reduced to the lowest ranks of all. He has to deal with pigs when he 
comes back! 
 
If Allah is truly gracious and merciful than this has no real impact on the life of a 
Muslim at all for there is nothing which comes for free in the life of a disciples of 
Allah. Everything has to be earned. 
According to the Quran God has placed 2 angels on the shoulders (one on each 
side) of every human being. Their duty is to keep a record of everything that 
person says and does during his or her lifetime. 
Everything is recorded in detail. There is no ‘free lunch’ in Islam. 
You have to earn your salvation; you have to work for your rewards. Nothing 
comes for free! Everything is the result of what you have done here on earth. 
If that is the case, were does ‘mercy’ and ‘grace’ fit into it? 



 
When you analyze the teaching of Islam you will realize that Allah is actually no 
God of mercy (and grace) at all. 
He is a very hard taskmaster instead! 
Considering of how Allah is revealed in the Quran, to call him ‘all-merciful’ and ‘all 
gracious’ is the ultimate overstatement that has ever been made. 
 
God’s mercy can only be earned, His grace has to be worked for and any 
‘heavenly reward’ is the result of once conduct on earth. 
Consequently a Muslims understanding of a merciful and gracious God is far 
removed from what God is really like because he or she will have no true concept 
of mercy and grace at all. 
This is why the ‘God of Islam’ will only ever remain a distant God and why he can 
never become a personal God, why he can never interact on a personal level with 
His followers. 
As a result of this it is impossible that a Muslim can ever perceive God to be a God 
of love. 
 
Love is personal! 
Love always seeks to communicate and seeks to establish a relationship with the 
other person. 
It would be unthinkable for a bridegroom who loves his bride that he would never 
speak to her, that he would never want to get near her at all. 
If that would be the case he would remain a stranger forever. 
Because God is love, He wants to establish contact with us and He seeks to 
establish a relationship with anyone who is willing to fall at His feet, who want to 
receive His love and His mercy. 
 
Love makes God highly personable. 
And we know that God loves us for He has send His own son to die for our sins so 
that we can stand before Him clean, that we can be redeemed from what had 
once separated us from His presence. 
There is no such act of redemption in any other religion on earth. 
As Christians we can approach God boldly and with certainty because we have 
experienced His wonderful love. We understand what forgiveness really means 
and we can enjoy His presence even in this life. 
 



For a Christian Gods love has a name and this name is Jesus. 
It is the very name that is missing from any other ‘faith’. 
And since this name is missing the certainty of God’s love is missing as well. 
Jesus was the visible expression of God’s love on earth. 
As Christians we don’t have to speculate about Gods character, we know Him 
because we can look at the life of Jesus and we can see Gods love in action, we 
can see love expressed in a visible human form.  
 
Jesus has made God personable to us. 
Jesus has enabled us to reach out to God in the most personable way because he 
has revealed God as our father. 
You cannot get more personal with God than to communicate with Him as your 
own father. 
 
2.John 1:3  Grace, mercy, and peace be with us in truth and love from God the 
Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father. 
 
 

 


