
The stone and the cross 

 
There are certain times a day when every faithful Muslim is required to bow 
towards Mecca. But he will not simply bow towards a city, he will specifically bow 
towards a stone, towards the black stone of Mecca. 

This black stone (a piece of a Meteorite) of Mecca is 
contained in the Kaaba which becomes the focal 
point of the Hajj, the annual Islamic pilgrimage.  
According to Islamic belief, the 
black stone is black because it 
has absorbed all the sins of the 
faithful followers of 
Mohammad. It is the sins of  
Muslims which have turned  

this stone black. 
Muslims belief that Allah has cast all the sins of his 
followers upon this one single piece of rock. 
The sins of the followers of Mohammad could not simply vanish unnoticed. They 
had to be loaded off somewhere. 
To a person of a ‘non-Islamic’ background this idea may seem completely absurd, 
pathetic, grotesque and even childish but 1 billion Muslims worldwide have no 
problem believing that this is the truth. Most accept it very willingly without 
giving it any further thought at all. 
 
But in some ways the black stone of Mecca bears a certain resemblance to the 
cross but with some very distinctive differences. 
On the cross God did not offload man’s sins on an object; he offloaded them unto 
a person, on the person which had hung on that cross. 
Even in Islam there is an understanding that sin can’t simply vanish, that it has to 
be offloaded somewhere.  



A God who simply pardons sin with an attitude of ‘never mind, let’s just forget 
about it’ certainly does not reflect the image of a pure and holy God. 
A God who pardons sin so superficially cannot be holy himself. 
Sin is the ultimate offence to God for God is light, God is pure and God is holy. 
Any speck of uncleanness in a man would be a total offence to the presence of 
God. 
God would always be forced to hide and withdraw His presence from such a 
person and keep His distance for good. 
A holy God can never look at a person and ignore, overlook the ugly offensive 
presence of sin. He would always have to ‘cast’ the sinner out of His presence for 
good. 
According to the teaching of Islam God took that sin and cast it upon a rock which 
turned black as a result of it. 
According to scripture God took that sin and cast it upon Jesus as he hung on the 
cross. 
When Jesus died on the cross he looked up in total pain and felt the complete 
abandonment and isolation from his father which is reflected in Matthew 27:46: 
‘at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "ELI, ELI, LAMA 
SABACHTHANI?" MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?   
On the cross Jesus experienced and suffered God’s wrath which is reserved for all 
sin. 
The Bible tells us that Jesus died for our sins and that through his atoning death 
on the cross reconciliation with a pure and holy God was made possible for all  
who are willing to accept his death on the cross as the basis of their salvation. 
Jesus confirmed Gods approval upon his sacrifice when he rose again the 3 day! 
Mohammad’s grave still contains his decayed body today. Jesus only left us with 
an empty tomb. He is no longer there! 
When God had cast our sins upon Jesus on the cross He was pleased with the 
atoning sacrifice that was made for our sins. 
When we enter into Gods presence today despite all our faults and impurities we 
can do so boldly in the knowledge that God does not see our sins when we stand 
in His presence but that he sees us through the cross. 
Instead of sin God now sees Jesus and He is pleased with the sacrifice that was 
made by His son. 
If a Muslim comes before God he still stands before him covered in all his 
impurities, in all his own sins. He has no cross that can cover his guilt and that can 
hide his shame. 



How could a holy God accept a black stone as a cover for the sins of a person? 
How could a piece of volcanic rock hide our sins from the presence of a pure and 
holy God? 
No piece of rock, be it volcanic or not has the power to cleanse us from our ugly 
sins! 
Only the blood of Jesus has the power to cleanse us from within! 
Anything else is simply a lie and an illusion. 
A rock is a rock and it needs much more than a rock to redeem us from the 
darkness of sin. 
It needs a sacrifice, a living sacrifice, the death of a person who can plead before 
God on our behalf. 
Only Jesus was able to do so for he was the only person ever who was sinless, 
who did not have to die as a result of his own sins. Only Jesus was able to give his 
life as a living sacrifice for the sake of the sins of somebody else. 
A person who has experienced the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus will be 
able to experience the presence of God in the most real way. A distant, an 
impersonal God will suddenly become real and personal, someone who is able to 
share our thoughts and who will allow us to feel His presence because the offence 
of our sins has been removed. 
A God in contrast who turned a stone black because of man’s sin will always 
remain distant and impersonal. 
He will require to be addressed by formal prayers 5 times a day (in a language 
most of his followers do not even understand) and he will still never make his 
presence felt. 
A person who relies on a rock to be his atonement for sins will always die unsure 
of his future. He will never know what to expect on the other side of the grave. 
Even Mohammad the founder of Islam was not sure about his own eternal destiny 
as was reflected in his own words shortly before he passed away ( ‘I am not sure if 
Allah will accept me or not’ ) 
The apostle Paul had none of those fears when he died. 
He knew exactly where he was going and what he had to expect. 
So did all the other followers of Jesus and so does every other Christian who has 
been washed cleansed by the blood of Jesus. 
 
In the end even the black stone will one day turn into dust but the sacrifice that 
was offered by Jesus on the cross will never lose its power ever again. 



The blood of Jesus which was spilled on that cross will be as powerful in eternity 
as it is here on earth. 
It has the power to cover us in front of the presence a holy God for all of eternity 
to come. 
It has the power to unlock the gates of heaven so that we can stand boldly before 
a pure and holy God and then spend eternity in His wonderful presence!   
 

 


