
Are you really ‘good enough’? 
 

 
 
Some time ago a man’s father died. When this happened he became very 
distressed by his father’s departure as most of us would who have just lost their 
father. 
When he was later asked if he believed that his father was in heaven he withdrew 
and he was bitterly hurt by this question. 
He had assured himself that his father had to be in heaven because it seemed 
simply impossible that he could be at any other place. 
He surely could not have wasted his whole life in vein. 
Although he was not a very religious person and had his many faults like everyone 
else it seemed incomprehensible that he could have wasted his life and ended up 
in the most terrible place of all places, in hell itself. 
He was not a bad person after all!  
He took comfort in that thought since he knew his father well. He knew his father 
simply had to be in the right place. 
Many of us are just like that man ourselves. 
We have created our own ‘belief’ in order to find comfort in it. We belief what 
suits us and we take refuge in the ‘faith’ that we ourselves have created.  
But whenever we create our own ‘belief’ we always end up on very shaky ground. 
Who of us has ever been to the other side of the grave and returned to tell the 
full story?   
None of us really know what awaits us once we have died. 
We cannot afford to build a belief in an afterlife which is entirely built on our  
assumptions.  



Our speculations may turn out to be fatally wrong when the time comes! 
None of the many religious leaders and founders, none of the gurus of our age 
have ever been to the other side and returned back to this life again.  
They may have had many vivid visions and dreams but all that could have been 
the fabrication of a brain which has simply gone wild. 
None of them had ever died and returned to tell us what they had witnessed after 
they died (real death is not the same as a ‘near death experience’ either). 
 
But there was 1 man who did die and who returned 3 days later. The grave was 
not able to hold him. His body was broken after he died. 
We can say today with the uttermost certainty that he was clinically dead and 
that for 3 whole days. But on the 3. day he returned back to life in the form of a 
new body. We all know who that man was. 
Jesus had spoken much about life after death while he walked on the surface of 
this earth, while he lived among his disciples. 
He also made it very clear that no good person would ever be able to enter 
heaven as a result of his or her own good works. 
He taught us that heaven is a place which has been exclusively reserved for 
sinners who had sincerely repented of their sins and who had made Jesus Lord 
over their life’s. 
 
But in this life most people still want to hang on to their own ‘goodness’. They 
want to be ‘righteous’ in their own eyes.  They hang on the false belief that it is 
their own works, their own efforts which will declare them ‘righteous’ in the eyes 
of the Lord. 
And all of that despite the fact that Jesus has told us the exact opposite of this 
false belief. 
It does not matter how good and how religious a person has been, none of that 
will ever be enough to open the gates of heaven for them. 
There is a lock on that gate and there is only 1 person who has the keys.  
This person is Jesus! He is the only one who is able to unlock the gates so that the 
doors will open, so that we can walk in. 
If someone has chosen to ignore his word but has lived an exemplary life he will 
still end up before closed gates in the end. 
 



I can choose to belief in whatever I like. I can belief in something totally different 
but that only goes to proof that I have chosen to deny and to disbelief what Jesus 
has said. 
In the end I will be the fool that will miss out when that day comes. 
I will be forced to acknowledge one day that I have only lied to myself, that I have 
become the victim of my own lies. 
 
Jesus has proven to us through his resurrection that his words can be trusted, that 
his words are true! 
If I build my ‘belief’ on anything which excludes what he has once told us than I 
will be the fool in the end. 
 
    John 11:25 
    Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in   
   me will live, even though they die” 


