
Money and God 

 

The unholy marriage between money and the church goes back a very long time. 
It had all started with the Roman Emperor Constantine. 
When Constantine became a Christian the fierce and terrible persecution which 
Christians had to suffer for such a very long time suddenly came to a halt. 
The days of great suffering had finally ended! 
Persecution was soon replaced by financial reward. Constantine rewarded many 
of the faithful Christian leaders with very generous financial gifts. Those were the 
man who had led the church during the days of fierce persecution. Suddenly 
many of them became rich. 
When Christianity became the state religion of Rome, of the great Roman Empire 
(which happened during that time) the marriage between State and church was 
sealed. 
This unholy marriage between money and the church is something which has 
lasted until this day. 
Masses of people have always meant money and power. 
It is the exact opposite of what Jesus had intended the church to be. He had never 
intended for this to happen. Jesus has always desired for the church to be his pure 
bride. But instead of being a bride many churches have fallen into idolatry 
throughout the ages and they have become caught up in the unholy marriage of 
money and church. The most classic example was and still is the Roman Catholic 
church. No institution on earth owns more wealth than this church does today. It 
now even has its own bank! 
 
Jesus once said “Jesus said to him, "The foxes have holes and the birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head."(Matthew 8:20) 



Jesus did not own any real estate here on earth, he had no material wealth or 
possessions. 
As much as todays prosperity teachers try to turn Jesus into a wealthy millionaire 
in order to justify their own greed for money, the evidence speaks out against it. 
Their claims are nothing but a cheap lie. It was a lie which was born in the darkest 
chambers of hell itself. Jesus was never rich! 
When Jesus was once asked whether we should pay taxes or not he did not even 
have 1 single coin in his pocket to prove his point. He had to borrow money from 
somebody else! 
Rich people do not walk around without money (or C/Cards) in their pockets. 
They never did in the past and they certainly never do so today. 
 
We have all come to know Jesus as a compassionate person, as a meek and mild 
man but there were times when he was violent as well. 
Violence has never fitted his image, at least not in our eyes. 
When Jesus walked into the temple and witnessed how the money changers had 
turned the house of God into a place for financial gain he became wild and furious 
with anger. He became so angry that he physically attacked those men. He had 
never ever been violent towards another person before. But there was a time 
when his anger simply boiled over. He must have yelled and screamed at them 
when he picked up the tables and turned them over in an act of furious anger. 
Those who believe that God is only about sunshine and love have never read this 
part of the Bible. God can also get very angry and He surely will be once he has to 
deal with unredeemed sin. 
This is not the Jesus that we came to know! 
Here was a strong man who was ready to fight! 
 
The prosperity preachers of today are the money changers in God’s temple today. 
In their lust and in their desire for money they have even created a new gospel. 
None of the disciples of Jesus had ever become rich by preaching the gospel. 
John the Baptist was the most simple of all. The others were simple fisher man 
and continued in their life style of simplicity once Jesus had left them. 
The great apostle Paul who wrote large parts of the New Testament supported 
himself through a tent making ministry. He made money by his own hands till the 
day he died. He never used Gods church for any financial gain. If one man 
deserved to be supported than it was him but he set an example which none of 
today’s prosperity preachers would be willing to follow. 



When money becomes the focus in a church it will not take long before scandals 
will follow. Those scandals always involve the abuse of power, of money and sex! 
Many well-known prosperity preachers, from Benny Hinn in America to Yongi Cho 
in Korea have been involved in scandals of sexual sin or of financial corruption. 
Many pastors of mega churches all over the world have been involved in the 
same. The names are many and they on every continent where such large 
churches exist. The news that we hear today would only be the tip of the iceberg. 
Nothing has the ability to corrupt the human heart more than money and power. 
Money and power has always given birth to adultery, to greed and financial 
corruption. 
The most classic example of this has been the corruption of the R.C. Popes. 
Since its foundation, the Vatican has amassed massive amounts of wealth behind 
its closed doors. Popes have become multi-millionaire as the result of the huge 
material wealth of the R.C. church. It comes as no surprise that this church has 
turned into one of the richest institutions on earth. 
 
Jesus had called us to forsake and to fight off all our fleshly desires. 
The flesh always calls us to feed our sinful, our selfish desires. 
A preacher, a pastor whose lifestyle is above the standard of living of the average 
person in his church can no longer relate to the true needs of his congregation. He 
has lost touch with his people! 
I once watched how a wealthy Nigerian preacher was driving up to a poor church 
with his luxury car. He stepped out of the car dressed in a fancy white suit. In 
church he preached only about God’s abundant blessings and how everyone 
should be able to enjoy his rich lifestyle if only they would give more to the Lord.   
The offering followed. 
A pastor who preachers about God’s blessing that follows if we surrender our 
finances to Him is only qualified to do so if he keeps none of that money himself. 
The moment he keeps 1 cent or 1 $ of that money he is guilty of fraud! 
He has manipulated the congregation for the sake of his own financial gain. 
I once witnessed how Benny Hinn in one of his meetings had spent most of his 
time preaching about money. The offering followed! Then he spoke about money 
again and the offering box was passed through the congregation once again.  
It was obvious that he did not meet his financial target the first time. 
Afterwards he quickly took off in his own private jet. 
Such a man is exactly the same as those money changers in the temple during the 
time of Jesus in Jerusalem. 



He is simply not aware that he will face God’s fierce anger one day. 
There will be no reward in heaven for such man as him. 
 
The church is sacred in God’s eyes! 
The abuse of God’s money (and prosperity preachers have become very rich 
through the abuse of God’s money) is a very serious matter in the eyes of the 
Lord. 
Such man have not only cheated themselves of their eternal reward, they will also 
fall into the hands of a very angry Jesus one day who will deal with them the same 
way as he dealt with those man in the temple. 
In the temple Jesus pushed them only out of God’s house. But will Jesus really 
allow such man into heaven, into the place where he marries his pride? 
 
Maybe we would do so much better to listen to the words and the testimonies of 
fellow Christians who have faced persecution instead of the words of prosperity 
preachers who are only after their own personal material gain. 
One will feed the desires of the flesh whilst the other will satisfy the deep longing 
of our hearts. 
One will only feed the heart of greed that is within all of us while the other will 
draw us closer to our Lord. 
 
Maybe God has only allowed their existence so that He can test our hearts. 
Our response to such people will be a witness of where our real priorities had 
been in this life. 
Did we truly seek after Him or did we only seek after His financial reward? 
 
  


